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English Department Newsletter 
Dickinson College 

 

Planning for the Fall 2009 
Semester 
Fall 2009 English department course listing 
can be found on-line at: 
 
https://banner.dickinson.edu/pls/PROD/bwc
kschd.p_get_crse_unsec 
 
If you anticipate any problems whatsoever 
in getting into courses you feel you need, 
you are advised to speak to the English 
department chair, Professor Susan Perabo 
(perabo@dickinson.edu), East College 307, 
x1847. 
 
Declaring the English Major 
Students currently enrolled in English 220 
may declare their major.  Please see the 
chair, Professor Susan Perabo, in East 
College 307.  Declared majors receive 
preference in upper-level courses. 
 
     Students with a continued interest in 
English who are not yet ready to declare 
the major may consult with Professor 
Perabo or any other faculty member in the 
department for advice on course selection. 
 
English 220 — WR Course 
English 220 courses will fulfill the Writing 
Intensive general education requirement for 
graduation. Please be sure to consult with 
your advisor and check your degree audit 
with the Registrar’s Office to be sure you 
have received the appropriate credit for this 
course. 
 
English 213 — Quantitative 
Reasoning Course 
We have a QR course in English—English 
213, taught at least once each academic 
year, will count to fulfill the Quantitative 
Reasoning general education requirement. 
This change may make it easier for some 
of our majors to take courses more fitting to 
their interests, especially senior year if they 
went abroad. 
 
 

    If you are being certified to teach, the 
state requirements for quantitative may not 
be satisfied by this course. Check with Pam 
Nesselrodt, education department, about 
whether this change makes any difference 
in the state's requirements for teachers. For 
Dickinson's graduation requirements, 
however, this course WILL count as a QT 
course. As always, preference will be given 
to English majors who plan to become 
certified to teach. 
 
English Independent Study 
and Tutorials 
If you wish to do an independent study 
(English 500), remember that you need to 
prepare. To develop your written proposal, 
follow the form outlined in the handout 
available in the English office.  Discuss 
your proposal with your director by the end 
of course request period. Only in special 
cases will it be accepted later.  
Independent studies may substitute for 
advanced courses in one's major program.  
(They may not substitute for any part of the 
senior experience.) 
 
     If groups of two or three students wish 
to take a tutorial (English 600) on a 
specialized topic, now is the time to discuss 
this with faculty members who might direct 
the tutorial.  The proposed course of study 
should be mutually agreed upon by the end 
of course request period.  Tutorials may 
substitute for advanced courses in one's 
major program.  They may not substitute 
for any part of the senior experience. 
 

 
Belfer Lecturer, Cleopatra Mathis, will read 
Tuesday, April 7, at 7:30 p.m. in Memorial 
Hall, Old West. 
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English Department Student 
Advisory Committee 
The Student Advisory Committee of the 
department represents you. Current 
committee members are: seniors: Chris 
Gross (grossc), Steven Salinger (salinges), 
Sylvia Warren (warrens) and Amanda 
Waugh (waugha); and juniors: Dwight 
Dunston (dunstond), Mary Kate Flannery 
(flannerm), Sarah Knoedler (knoedles), 
Shannon Kobran (kobran) and Jessie 
Strasbaugh (strasbaj); sophomores: Alyssa 
Coltrain (coltraia) and Tyler Derreth 
(derrethr), and first-years Holly Bowers 
(bowersh), Merit O'Hare (oharem) and Mary 
Kate Skehan (skehanm). 
 
    SAC members attend most department 
meetings, are involved in the hiring process 
of faculty members, assist with the logistics 
of the Cogan Alumni Fellowship, and help 
plan department student-faculty social 
events. 

Creative Writing Minor 
The minor requires seven courses, including 
creative-writing workshops and other 
courses at the 200 and 300 levels. 
 
    Please note that the minor in Creative 
Writing is distinct from a minor in English.  It 
is a minor that can be taken with any major. 
To earn a minor in Creative Writing, a 
student must take:  
Seven required courses for the creative 
writing minor: 
• Engl 218 (in genre of concentration) 
• Two additional 200-level classes that focus 
on writing 
• Engl 318 (in genre of concentration) 
• Engl 339 (ideally in genre of concentration, 
but may be taken in other genre) 
• One 300-level literature course 
• Engl 418 
 
    Ordinarily the Craft course English 339 will 
be offered in the fall (alternating genres each 
year) and the 418 will be offered in the 
spring (mixed genre each year).  At least two 
218 and one 318 in each genre will be 
offered each year.  Because several of the 
required courses will not be offered each 
year and/or each semester, we encourage 
students to plan wisely. 

    Since 300-level literature courses 
ordinarily have a prerequisite of English 220, 
students who choose not to take 220 should 
consult the instructor for admission, and 
consider their own preparedness for the 
course before registering. For more 

information, please contact Professor 
Adrienne Su (e-mail: sua) x1346.  

Belles Lettres Literary Society 
The Belles Lettres Literary Society, founded 
in 1786, is involved in numerous campus 
events this year.  Belles Lettres is committed 
to supporting literary endeavors for student 
readers and writers college-wide. Please 
contact Professor Adrienne Su if you would 
like more information on Belles Lettres. 

Teacher Certification 
For teacher certification requirement 
planning, it is imperative to consult with 
Professor Pamela Nesselrodt as well as with 
your major advisor in order to construct a 
schedule that will meet your needs.  The 
Pennsylvania certification regulations have 
just been modified, and some new courses 
are required outside the English major. 

Internships for English Majors 
Internships test the practical applications of 
liberal learning in any of a variety of 
professional or occupational settings.  Why 
do an internship?  An internship provides a 
variety of benefits to students: 1) Providing 
the opportunity to "try out" a career field to 
see if you like it.  2) Applying what you learn 
in the classroom to the working world.  3) 
Gaining valuable experience which 
employers seek in full-time employees. 4) 
Building a network of people you know in a 
given field.  5) Providing a transition between 
college and post-graduate employment.  6) 
Sparking a new career interest or direction, 
and 7) Developing intellectually as you test 
theories and learn new information. 
 
    You can dramatically boost your chances 
of finding satisfying post-graduate 
employment by completing an internship 
before graduation.  English majors have 
interned at a variety of work sites that 
include: editorial assistant, Time Inc., New 
York; British Heritage magazine; legal intern, 
Barbin and Barbin, Harrisburg; publications, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, 
Washington, DC; public relations assistant, 
American Red Cross, Harrisburg; research 
assistant in advertising, The Neiman Group, 
Harrisburg; and TV news intern, WHP-TV, 
Harrisburg. 
 
    Students who wish to apply for 
competitive summer internships should 
realize that applications for such jobs often 
are due in October and November.  It is wise 
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upcoming 
events, please 
e-mail blettres@ 
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for students to plan for summer employment 
in the autumn term. 
 
    The Career Development and Advising 
Center has a variety of publications to assist 
students in finding suitable placements.  For 
further assistance, contact Rachel Weaver 
(weaverr@dickinson.edu), internship 
coordinator, Career Center at x1740. 

Study Abroad 
Current sophomores should already be 
planning their year (or semester) off campus.  
First-year students should be gathering 
information.  If you have any interest in off 
campus study, please contact the college's 
Office of Global Education at x1341 in the 
Stern Building.  Students interested 
particularly in the Dickinson Program in 
England for the 2009-10 academic year 
should contact the Global Education Office.  
For the London Summer Program 2009, 
contact the Global Education Office at 
x1341. Be sure to consult your advisor and 
complete a degree audit before going 
abroad.  You have to know what distribution 
and major requirements you have fulfilled to 
select courses wisely. 

A Special Note on Study 
Abroad in England 
English majors and prospective majors 
should consider the Dickinson Program in 
England as a valuable junior-year-abroad 
option. The program includes a month-long 
interdisciplinary course in London (taught by 
a Dickinson faculty member) followed by a 
year's work as a full-time student at the 
University of East Anglia in Norwich. The 
program fits extremely well into the 
Dickinson English major. Students typically 
complete English 220 and at least one 300-
level course before they depart Dickinson. 
Beginning with the Class of 2010, students 
must take six 300-level courses, two of 
which must be taken on campus. 
 
    The University of East Anglia has 
particularly strong course offerings in English 
literature and American literature, American 
studies, dramatic literature and performance 
courses, film and television studies, and 
popular culture. Students may also elect to 
take courses outside the major across a 
wide range of disciplines: art history and 
museum studies, development (Third World) 
studies, economics, environmental studies, 
music, philosophy, political science, and 
sociology. Such courses can often be used 
to fulfill Dickinson distribution requirements. 
The program also includes a second 

interdisciplinary course for all Dickinson 
students, as well as numerous opportunities 
for travel in Britain and beyond. London  
is 1 hour and 50 minutes from Norwich on an 
hourly train service. Recent students used 
the month-long Christmas and Easter breaks 
to travel to France, Germany, Italy, Greece, 
Sweden, Turkey, Eastern Europe, 
Scandinavia, Spain, and elsewhere. 
 
    Interested students should contact Global 
Education, x1341, for Norwich programs or 
Professors Moffat, Nichols, or Winston, 
English. 

Graduate School Plans 
English majors considering graduate study in 
Rhetoric or Literature--even at some time in 
the distant future--should discuss their plans 
with professors in the department. Many 
graduate programs have specific 
requirements for admission that require 
planning. In the past few years graduate 
programs have had record numbers of 
applications, perhaps because of the 
uncertain job market for recent college 
graduates. Consequently, many graduate 
programs are more selective than ever, and 
it is wise for students to present the 
strongest possible case for admission. 
 
    Qualifications for admission vary widely, 
but there are still some basic guidelines for 
applicants for graduate study. Most 
programs require a strong cumulative 
average in the major and evidence of 
meeting more than the minimum 
requirements for the English major: for 
example, more than eleven English courses, 
or cognate courses in other fields like 
history, art history, music, or literature in 
other languages. Some expect students to 
have reading proficiency in one or more 
modern languages, or in a classical 
language. Usually students are asked to 
compile three confidential letters of 
recommendation from undergraduate 
professors. Even if you don't plan to apply to 
graduate schools for several years, you 
should ask for letters of recommendation 
from professors while your work is still fresh 
in their minds. Provide your professors with 
copies of your papers with their comments, 
so that they can write strong, specific letters 
about your work. In addition, most programs 
require that students take both the Graduate 
Record Examination (GRE) and the literature 
subject test, which are offered only at 
specific times of the year. The subject test is 
comprehensive and rewards students who 
have read both widely and deeply; ask your 
professors and other students who have 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Internships 
 
Go to the English 
department web 
site where recent 
alumni offer 
advice on 
internships. 
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taken it how you might embark on a plan of 
summer and supplemental reading to 
prepare for the test and expand your 
knowledge of literature. 

    We believe our major prepares students 
particularly well for the independent research 
students undertake in graduate school. 
Though it may seem difficult to gain 
admission to graduate school, it is possible. 
Recent graduates who were English majors 
have been accepted to prestigious 
programs. Your advisor and other professors 
in the department would be happy to help 
you choose the graduate program best 
suited to you, and to help you prepare for 
admission. 

 

 

Company Name 

Company Address 
City, State, Zip 
phone: 1-888-555-1212 
fax: 939-555-1212 
www.website.com 
 

The Senior Experience in the 
English Major 
To graduate with an English major, all 
students must complete both English 403 
and 404. Except when staffing changes 
occur, or when students must take 403-404 
non-contiguously, students will remain with 
the same group of students and the same 
professor throughout 403 and 404. Written 
work in 403 need not supply the basis for the 
404 project; the department encourages both 
creative revisions and original projects 
developing from student interest. All students 
must review their portfolio in consultation 
with the 403-4 professor in order to frame 
the 404 project. We encourage students and 
faculty to view other professors in the 
department as resources for 404 projects: 
even, in some cases, to arrange for an 
informal "second reader." 
 
Pre-requisites and Sequence 
English 403 and 404 cannot be waived or 
substituted, must normally be taken on 
campus, and must be taken sequentially: 
normally, fall and spring of senior year. Any 
other exceptions to the normal procedure 
must be approved by the department chair 
on a case-by-case basis. Students who wish 
to pursue a 404 project whose content is 

unrelated to the material in 403 may do so. 
Approval by the department chair is required. 
Pre-requisites must normally be fulfilled: for 
403-4, four 300-level courses.  Class of 
2010: six 300-level courses; two of which 
must be taken on campus. 
 
Senior Seminar - English 403 
Seminars are not narrowly concerned with 
subject matter so much as oriented towards 
larger issues in literary studies. The readings 
for a seminar thus comprise a case study of 
literary questions. The theme of each 
seminar orients rather than restricts the 
topics of study and opens the way for a wide 
range of appropriate topics for the 404 
project. As part of English 403, all students 
will submit a prospectus for their 404 project. 
Students will be urged to build a working 
bibliography and to continue their thinking 
about the 404 term during the break. 
 
Senior Writing Workshop - 
English 404 
A workshop for independent critical writing, 
leading to a substantial research paper on a 
topic of the student's choice, subject to 
approval. Peer review and editing, sequential 
drafts, and bibliographic exercises will be 
required throughout the term. In addition to 
class time, students will meet the instructor 
in individual conferences and may offer a 
public presentation of their work to the 
department in some form at the end of the 
term. To allow time for revision, the full draft 
of the paper must be presented in workshop 
over the course of the term. Students must 
complete the 404 manuscript by the deadline 
indicated in the syllabus: by Friday of the 
12th week of classes. Students must submit 
two copies of the completed manuscript, one 
velobound for the department, one unbound 
for the College Archives to the English 
department coordinator by 2 p.m. the last 
day of classes. 
 
Honors 
For those who may be wondering about the 
department policy on "honors": the 
opportunity to obtain honors still exists, but 
instead of undertaking two semesters of 
"independent research" in addition to the 
403/404 sequence (as in the past), now 
students may pursue work leading to honors 
within the rubric of the 404 writing workshop. 
Maybe it's best simply to quote from the 
department resolution: 
 
A student who wishes to be considered for 
departmental honors must be recommended 
by the faculty member who is instructing the 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
English 404 
Projects 
 
Click here to read 
how students 
describe their 
current 404 
projects. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
English 404 
Guidelines 
 
For additional 
information on 
English 404 
guidelines go to 
the English 404 
Thesis Format 
page. 
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section of 403/404. Each candidate must 
produce a manuscript of truly extraordinary 
merit (breadth, depth, and sophistication), 
beyond the normal standards of the grade of 
"A." A project recommended for honors shall 
have come about as a result of one's 
independent research culminating during the 
workshop semester (404), and shall be 
awarded only by a vote of the English 
Department upon the recommendation of a 
faculty committee appointed by the Chair. 
 
   An additional option exists for students 
who wish to pursue honors in a creative 
writing project. In this case, the project will 
be called English 550: Independent 
Research and shall be undertaken in 
addition to the regular 403/404 sequence. 
The student herself assumes the 
responsibility to locate appropriate faculty 
direction for such a project, and at its 
conclusion, the director shall decide whether 
or not to recommend the student's work for 
honors. 
 
    Further clarification as to the faculty 
criteria for the honors distinction in the 404 
workshop can be obtained from your 
instructor in the sequence. 
 
Fall 2009 
Upper Level Course 
Descriptions  
 
ENGL 329-01 
Capitalism & the Canon 
Professor Stockton 
This course will count toward the pre-1800 or 
post-1800 English major requirement 
depending on what subjects/writers the 
individual student chooses for his/her 
projects. The professor of the course will 
send the appropriate designation for each 
student to the Registrar's Office for coding in 
Banner after the semester is complete. 
 
In this course we will examine the English 
and American canon through the lens of 
Marxist theory and criticism. We will read a 
wide range of texts in this "greatest hits" 
course, beginning with the English 
Renaissance and moving through the 20th 
century. We will also read some Marxist 
theory in order to ask the following sorts of 
questions: which texts have been selected 
as our "timeless" classics? Are they truly 
timeless? Are there ways of thinking about 
them - and the process of their selection - 
that involve the material realities of economic 
formation and development? 
 

ENGL 339-01 
Craft of Short Story 
Professor Perabo 
This course will closely examine the tools, 
materials, and specific techniques used to 
create successful short stories and discuss 
The Masters as craftsmen (and 
craftswomen) in their trade. We'll begin with 
Chekhov and end with contemporaries such 
as Tobias Wolff and Lorrie Moore. On the 
way we'll discuss the likes of Joyce, 
Fitzgerald, O'Connor, Cheever, and Carver. 
 
ENGL 350-01 
Marie de France 
Professor Reed 
This course will focus on Marie de France, a 
poet at the 12th-century Engl court and one 
of the very few women to have enjoyed an 
international literary reputation in the Middle 
Ages. We will necessarily concentrate on her 
three surviving works: the Fables (Aesopian 
beast tales with a markedly political bent), 
St. Patrick's Purgatory (a "religious thriller"), 
and her most famous work, the Lais (12 
deceptively simple, short romances evoking 
the rewards and tribulations of earthly love). 
While Marie's brilliance transcends her 
times, it is best appreciated in context. We 
will thus spend a portion of the course 
recovering the social, ideological, and literary 
contexts in which she forged her 
provocatively enigmatic corpus. Her 
contributions to the romance genre will be 
weighed against others like The Song of 
Roland, the legend of Tristan and Iseult, and 
the Arthurian tales of Chrétien de Troyes. 
 
ENGL 360-01 
Darwin & Romantic Natural History 
Professor Nichols 
Charles Darwin was responsible for a 
number of the most influential ideas of the 
past 150 years in a range of fields: biology, 
psychology, sociology, economics, theology. 
This course will look at Darwin s own 
writings and his ideas as they are reflected, 
refracted, and distorted in literary and natural 
history texts. We will work to answer a series 
of questions about the relationship between 
the natural world and the human beings who 
have defined and affected that world. Our 
guides, in addition to Darwin, will include 
poets, novelists, and essayists: Blake, 
Wordsworth, Coleridge, Percy Shelley, 
Keats, John Clare, and Thoreau. We will 
examine these works in the context of the 
science of the century before Darwin. We will 
also read contemporary works that have 
engaged the link between science and 
literature in the modern era: Annie Dillard, 
Jonathan Weiner, Randal Keynes. We will 
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set literary works in dialogue with scientists 
and nature writers of the past two centuries 
and will examine the current importance (as 
well as the controversial aspects) of 
evolutionary ideas. We will emphasize the 
role played by literature in the development 
of our own assumptions and values. The 
course will also focus attention on critical 
approaches and literary methods and will 
help students to develop more sophisticated 
research skills as they move toward the 
senior seminar year. 
 
ENGL 364-01 
Making It New: Multicultural American 
Modernism 
Professor Ball 
In this course we will look at the intersection 
of dramatic shifts in American society, 
American technologies, and American art 
forms represented in American Modernism 
(roughly 1890-1950) through the eyes of its 
most vocal proponents and accomplished 
practitioners. Among the questions we'll be 
asking are: What were modernists trying to 
accomplish with language and were they 
successful? In what ways did these writers 
account for the demand for greater 
representation of a heterogeneous American 
experience? How were the turbulent 
landscapes of late-nineteenth- and early-
twentieth century race, gender, and class 
reflected and transformed in the literature of 
this period? How did similar movements in 
art and film affect the course of American 
literature? What is "American" about 
American modernism? To answer these 
questions, we will encounter familiar names 
(Stein, Stevens, Fitzgerald, Faulkner) 
alongside their more recently recovered 
contemporaries (Yezierska, Paredes, 
Yamamoto), tracing both the historical and 
literary historical developments of this era. 
 
ENGL 370-01 
American Lives:  Contemporary American 
Fiction & Memoir 
Professor O’Brien 
In this course, we will be exploring how 
contemporary American writers use the 
genres of memoir and personal essay, 
graphic memoir, novel, and short story to 
explore the complexity, multiplicity, and 
variety of American identities in the late 
twentieth and early twenty-first century. 
Identities can shift over time, identities can 
be hyphenated, multiple, contradictory. 
Identities can stretch across races, genders, 
sexualities, nations, languages, and cultures. 
They can be hyphenated, not singular, as 
many immigrants to the United States 
maintain ties to a homeland or to an 

inherited culture. We see how American 
writers use language and narrative to 
negotiate between sometimes incompatible 
worlds and to create, at least on the page, 
what the writer Salman Rushdie calls 
"imaginary homelands." We will ask how the 
work of these writers engages with issues of 
race, class, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, and 
diaspora. Writers to be read include Jhumpa 
Lahiri (Interpreter of Maladies), Edwidge 
Danticat (Brother, I’m Dying), Alison Bechdel 
(Fun Home), Barack Obama (Dreams from 
My Father), Jeffrey Eugenides (Middlesex). 
Cross-listed with AMST 301-03. 
 
ENGL 387-01 
20th Century British Political Drama 
Professor Sams 
The twentieth century coincided with more 
explicit engagement of political and social 
issues in British theater by a wide range of 
playwrights and theater companies. Such 
engagement inspired diverse forms of 
political drama on local, national and 
international subjects. We will study various 
approaches to both creating and analyzing 
political theater, from "state-of-the-nation" 
plays to "agitprop" and "epic" theater, with an 
emphasis on their intellectual, artistic, and 
social contexts. Readings will include works 
by Bernard Shaw, John Arden and 
Margaretta D'Arcy, Caryl Churchhill, Theatre 
Workshop, and David Hare, as well as 
selected dramatic and cultural theory (largely 
British Cultural Studies). 
 
ENGL 394-01 
Revolutionary Milton 
Professor Johnston 
Detailed study of the poetry and prose with 
emphasis on the development of Milton as a 
poet. 
 
ENGL 403-01 
Critical Terms for Literary Study 
Professor Ball 
In preparation for the writing of the senior 
thesis, the aim of this course is to 
reintroduce students to some of the key 
concepts within literary criticism ("author," 
"text," "ideology," "race," "gender," "empire") 
as well as from other disciplines such as 
economic theory, psychoanalysis, and 
semiotics which have guided contemporary 
literary theoretical inquiry. These terms will 
be approached not as a shared vocabulary 
among the theorists we study, but rather as 
themselves sites of contestation. Prose, 
poetry, and film will be read alongside these 
theoretical works to provide both a testing 
ground for these ideas and a way to 
complicate their presuppositions. Along the 
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way we will constantly be querying the 
literature/theory distinction, determining to 
what degree we can perceive literary authors 
as critical thinkers and theorists as creative 
writers. Among the writers we will study are 
Althusser, Auster, Barthes, Benjamin, de 
Man, Derrida, Dickinson, Emerson, Freud, 
Foucault, Kafka, Marx, Melville, Morrison, 
Poe, Saussure, Tanizaki, and Wharton. 
 
ENGL 403-02 
Sexuality & Modernism 
Professor Moffat 
In her essay "Modern Fiction," Virginia Woolf 
argued that "the proper stuff of fiction is a 
little other than custom would have us 
believe." Modern fiction engaged the subject 
of sexuality with vigor and variety. We will 
begin by exploring the social origins of new 
attitudes towards women's sexuality and gay 
identity, reading from social history, critical 
theory, and literary texts. Authors may 
include Wilde, Woolf, Forster, and Lawrence. 
We will emphasize research methods and 
preparation for independent work on English 
404. Students will present oral reports, write 
short papers, an annotated bibliography, and 
a final research paper of 10 pages. 
 
ENGL 403-03 
Naipaul and Rushdie 
Professor Ness 
This course is designed for us to explore two 
of the most important modern writers in 
English, the Trinidadian born novelist V. S. 
Naipaul, and the Indian born Salman 
Rushdie. Both of these writers, in most ways 
very different in style and theme, share an 
abiding concern with the conflicts of post-
colonial identity; i.e., they deal with issues of 
mimicry and authenticity and assimilation 
that face migrants caught at the world's 
cultural borders. 
 
ENGL 403-04 
Reading Race in Post-WWII Britain 
Professor Sams 
This course will explore the dynamics of 
racial identity in contemporary Britain, with 
an emphasis on post-WWII Black British 
cultural production. We will read plays and 
novels by Colin MacInnes, Sam Selvon, 
Hanif Kureishi, Zadie Smith, Bryony Lavery, 
and others, alongside readings in cultural 
theory and theater history. 

 


