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From the Chair: 
 
           Since the last “annual” Geology Department Newsletter in 2005, the Department and the College have seen many 
changes.   Not the least of these is that the Geology major at Dickinson turned 50 in December, 2007.  Because December was not 
a good time to celebrate this most auspicious of occasions we waited until mid April 2008.  April 11 and 12 saw graduates from as 
far back as 1968 to the most recent (2007) gathered for a field trip to Waggoner’s Gap and the College Quarry, receptions to get 
acquainted and re-acquainted with faculty and classmates, and dinner with a pictorial presentation by Bill Vernon and Noel Potter 
on the history of the department.  For some reason we all looked a lot younger in those pictures.   The storytelling that followed 
the presentation  mostly revolve around Henry Hanson’s infamous exploits and I found myself missing Henry as he would have 
enjoyed the occasion more than anyone.    
 
         Since 2005 we have moved from the James Center digs to our new, and hopefully permanent, home in Kaufman Hall. 
You may not remember a campus building named Kaufman.  That’s because there wasn’t one until 2006 when the old Reeves-
Hoffman crystal factory was renovated and named for the person who owned the building when Reeves-Hoffman occupied it.   
Initially the College regarded this move as temporary with the plan of moving us back to Althouse after the new Rector Science 
Center was completed.  It became clear that Environmental Studies and Geology would not fit into Althouse without a new 
extension.  But this was not in the cards financially.  Moreover, Marcus Key, Ben Edwards, and Pete Sak had done such a good job 
of planning our space in Kaufman that we felt it was to our advantage to stay put.  There will be even more room to expand when 
Psychology moves out of Kaufman in about three years.   
 
 Speaking of expansion, we now have architects looking at Kaufman again to see how it can be made “Sustainable”.  If you 
have been following the exploits of our intrepid President, Bill Durden, you will know that the College has signed on to the 
College and University Climate Commitment to go carbon neutral at some unspecified time in the future.  It turns out that 
Dickinson is already part way there because of the installation of photovoltaic cell arrays on our roof and in the parking lot.  In fact 
the College now buys 50% of its energy from renewable resources, specifically wind power.  All the diesel vehicles on campus 
now are fueled with Biodiesel made from waste frying oil.  Even the President’s diesel car runs on it.  It is true that when he is out 
and about the area smells like French fries.   But I digress. 
 
 Kaufman also will be the home of the new Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education.   Geology has been 
playing a major role in the science of what we hope will be a defining characteristic of the College.   This initiative will allow more 
faculty in the Sciences to be hired in order to offer more interdisciplinary courses on environmental issues and problems.  We are 
just finishing a proposal for a fifth faculty member with expertise in geophysics and hydrogeology, two areas we do not cover as 
well as we would like.  If our proposal is successful, the department curriculum also could expand in the areas of climate and 
marine studies while still offering our traditional core courses that all of you have told us have been so important to your success 
outside the limestone walls.   Needless to say the Geology faculty is excited about the potential this initiative will have to attract 
more students interested in the earth sciences in general and geology specifically.   In addition to space for the Center, there will 
be added space for a new biogeochemical lab for much of our current instrumentation.  We have a rather large NSF grant pending 
to acquire a new X-ray Diffraction unit and an ICP-MS (Inductively Coupled Plasma Mass Spectrometer) for analyzing very low 
concentrations of many elements in natural waters and soils just to name a few of its uses.  These instruments would be housed in 
the new lab as well.  Another new lab will be for physical modeling of effects of wind, water and waves on the weathering and 
erosion of sediments.  We plan to build a wave tank with computer control for data collection and analysis to add the stream table 
and flume we have.  A wind tunnel will follow in the future.    
 
 It may seem like we are moving all our labs indoors but the truth is we are doing more field trips than ever.  Here are 
some highlights of recent ones.   We have started an annual department field trip in the early fall to get first year students and new 
majors acquainted with the faculty and the advanced majors and maybe attract a few new majors as well.  This fall was the 2nd 
annual where we went to look at the sedimentology and colonial history of tidewater Virginia along Chesapeake Bay.  Marcus Key 



led this trip.  Last Fall Pete Sak took a group up the Susquehanna to see many of the structural features of the Valley and Ridge 
Province.  This fall I will be leading the trip through the Triassic basins of NJ, NY and CT to see evidence of climate change in the 
former lake sediments and diabase intrusions resulting from the rifting of Pangaea to form the present Atlantic Ocean.   If you can 
join us we would be happy to have you along for the weekend.   Since the last newsletter we have had a CASSA trip to the British 
Isles.  In May of 2006, Beth O’Shea and I ran the trip for 10 days with 12 students starting and ending in London.  We made a 
large clockwise circle starting at the Jurassic Coast of Dorset and its very large ammonites to Bath and the hot springs to the Lake 
District with its glacial valleys to Scotland and its Ordovician ophiolites, middle Paleozoic sediments, and volcanics to Edinburgh 
for a climb up Arthur’s Seat to visit James Hutton’s old haunts.  One of the most memorable stops was Siccar’s Point in eastern 
Scotland to see Hutton’s unconformity.   We ended with a stop in York for some Medieval history and Roman Archaeology and a 
tour of the history of science in London.   This May, Pete Sak and I will be doing a trip in Southern California for an in-depth look 
at the San Andreas Fault and associated geology as well as some of the Cenozoic sedimentation associated with the formation of oil.  
We have lots planned.    
 
 You may have noticed that three of the department faculty had been taking turns with study abroad science directorships 
in England.  Consequently, the department has had a run of replacement faculty while Ben Edwards and I have been at the 
University of East Anglia.   In 2004, Martin Helmke joined us for a year as my replacement and did a great job with environmental 
and hydrogeology courses.  He moved into a tenure-track job at West Chester University.  He was replaced by Beth O’Shea from 
Australia who stayed for two years replacing me for my second year abroad and then replacing Marcus and me for a year as we did 
back-to-back half year sabbaticals.  It was very entertaining to say the least to have an Aussie in our midst.  Beth is just finishing her 
first year in a post-doc at Columbia University.  She says she misses us but the allure of the Big Apple is more her style.   For the 
past two years Ben Edwards has been replaced most ably by Meagen Pollock.  Meagen came to us in 2006 from Duke University 
where she worked on mid-ocean ridge basalts.   Meagen will be leaving us shortly to take a tenure-track position at the College of 
Wooster.  We wish her and Russell all the best as they start their new adventures in Ohio.  Lastly as Marcus goes to England to 
replace Ben we will be welcoming Lara Storm from Colby College as his replacement for one year.   
 
 If you are ever in the neighborhood for whatever reason please take a moment to stop by and see our new building 
especially if you only remember James or Althouse.  You will be impressed with what we are now doing in geology particularly in 
student-faculty research. 
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to remind all of you that the increased educational opportunities available to our 
students are in large part due to your ongoing generosity.  The extended CASSA field trips are funded, in part, by the initial gift 
from the Cassa family and subsequent gifts from many of you.  The income from that endowment subsidizes student participation.  
As these trip become more expense with increases to airfare and ground transportation and as we go to more far-flung places like 
the UK and Hawaii (we think the next trip will be to Italy in 2010) we need your continued support for this fund.  Equally 
important are the student research funds named for Bill Vernon and Henry Hanson.  These are available first for defraying costs of 
student research when no outside funding is available.  They are also used for travel expenses for students to go to professional 
meetings to present talks or posters.  There may be other funding opportunities that you feel strongly about and would give our 
present and future students an advantage in their careers.  We are more than happy to discuss any and all suggestions with you.   
The minimum necessary to endow a restricted fund for Geology is $25,000 but that does not have to be given by one donor.  So if 
you get an idea and raise some support from fellow alums we can do anything you want.  25th reunions are a good time to give a 
restricted gift to Geology.   If you wish to make a contribution to any of the afore mentioned existing funds be sure to write the 
fund name (Cassa, Vernon research or Hanson research) on your check payable to Dickinson and send it me at the Geology 
department (P.O. Box 1773, Carlisle, PA 17013).  We will see that it gets to the right place for you. 
 
 In closing, from chats with many of you at the 50th anniversary celebration it was so clear how much you love the 
department and want to support it any way possible.  Likewise, it was great to catch up with what many of you are doing to 
further the science of Geology.  Please continue to tell anyone who will listen how important the geosciences are to future of 
humankind.  We will be doing the same in our professional outreach with the students we are teaching today.   
 
Best Regards, 
 
Jeff Niemitz 
Professor and Chair 



Professor    
Jeff 
Niemitz 
Dept. Chair
At the last 
newsletter, I 
was nearing 

the midway point in my time as Director of 
the Norwich, England Science Program at 
the University of East Anglia (UEA).  I can
truly say two years out from the compl
of that assignment that it was one of the 
most exciting and challenging experiences 
of my teaching career.  I learned so much 
and had so many great students across the 
science disciplines including 5 geology 
majors.  The main job of the director 
besides being in loco parentis 24/7 was to 
teach courses in the History of Science in 
London in the fall and Science and Society 
in the spring.  What better place than the 
UK to do both.  As you may know London
was the center the European Enlightenment 
particularly science in the late 17th to mid 
19th centuries so what better place to study 
the history of science.  The museums alone
are some of the best for this topic but wh
you add field trips to Darwin’s house at 
Downe, Kew Gardens, Oxford, Cam
Bletchley Park, and Greenwich it’s even 
more amazing.  If anyone needs a tour 
guide for London, I’m your guy.  I love 
London more than any other city I have 
been to.  While at UEA, I had the good 
fortune to be a part of the School of 
Environmental Sciences, a very 
interdisciplinary mix of faculty studying 
geology and geophysics, climatology, 
ecology, oceanography, meteorology, and 
environmental policy and health.  The 
interaction was fantastic.  I even got to 
lecture to British students and go on 
extended field courses to Devon in the 
southwest of England.  With our three kids 
out of the house, Trish and I were able to 
take advantage of travel in Europe.  Of 
course the kids had to come to Europe for 
Christmas and Thanksgiving all paid for by 
Dad.  We all spent the first Christmas in 
London and the second in Portugal.  Trish 
and I were able to get to Paris twice with 
Carlisle friends, Italy, Normandy to see the 
D-Day beaches with Trish’s folks, 
Provence to visit my sister and family who 
were there for a year, and Germany to 
experience the Christmas markets.  The rest 
of the travel was done in the UK with trips 
to Scotland, Ireland and all over Britain.  
We did a lot of good eating and walking, 
mainly to offset the eating.  We loved  
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Norwich and spent many a day in the 
Medieval center city.  We even got British   
 

driver’s licenses; a harrowing feat to put it 
mildly.   
 
Upon our return to Dickinson and Carlisle, 
Trish went back to her job share in the 
Carlisle Schools.  We are thoroughly back 
in the swing of being busy in Carlisle.  
There is news for our kids as well.  
Immediately upon our return, Becca (now 
30) was married to Matt Puffer.  They now 
live in Princeton, NJ while he is 
completing an M.Div in Theology at the 
seminary.  He plans to go on for a PhD in 
theology and wants to teach.   Becca works 
at Children’s Hospital of Phila. in nutrition 
treating kids with diabetes.   Matt (27) just 
started a job with Adobe Systems in San 
Francisco (no,  I can’t get you their 
software for free) and Ben (also 27) after 
almost three years of self-employed 
carpentry work, just took a full time job 
with Habitat for Humanity in Bay St. 
Louis, Mississippi.  They all have benefits 
at last.  It is hard to believe we have a 30-
year old.  No hints of grandchildren yet.   
 
As I finish my 31st year at Dickinson I am 
looking for new challenges but also toward 
retirement.  I have become very involved 
with the new Sustainability initiative and 
have begun to work on a new approach to 
teaching Oceanography including slowing 
writing a textbook.  My research still 
revolves around the geochemistry of 
Newark Basin sediments and its 
implications for climate cyclicity on the 
millennial scale.  The grant that I 
mentioned in my Chair’s remarks has led 
me to become interested in Legacy 
sediments (sediments trapped behind old 
mill dams) in the Yellow Breeches Creek 
Watershed and a renewal of interest in 
studying mass balances and flux of nutrient 
and trace elements through that watershed 
as a model for the entire Susquehanna 
River Basin and inputs to Chesapeake Bay.  
I will be working with a student this 
summer to move that research agenda 
forward.   All in all I can’t think of any 
place I would rather be than Dickinson and 
have been grateful for all the students I 
have taught over the years and the 
opportunities the College has allowed me 
to follow.  I guess last year’s students were 
particularly appreciative of my humble 
efforts as the graduating class awarded me 
the Ganoe Award for Inspirational 
Teaching at Commencement.  Shocked 
doesn’t begin to describe it.  
 I hope this news finds you in good spirits 
and living life to the fullest.  
 
Cheers and God bless, 
Jeff 
 

Professor Marcus 
Key                                  
I have a lot to catch you 
guys up on since the last 
newsletter.  I am still 
teaching 
Sedimentology/Stratigrap
hy, Paleontology, Energy 
Resources, and Histo

Life.   It is wonderful teaching in our ne
labs in Kaufman!  We have great facilities
now.  My most recent field trip involved
students down on the Chesapeake Bay 
studying estuarine sedimentation and sea 
level rise.  Supervising student independent 
research projects keeps me on my toes.  It 
continues to make me so proud seeing you 
guys go on in your education, careers, and 
personal/family lives.  I was fortunate to 
catch up with many of you this spring 
while I was giving “Peak Oil” talks to 
Dickinson alumni in Texas and California.  
Life is good in the oil patch thanks to 
$100+/bbl oil. 
 
Since the last newsletter, I finished another 
three year stint as department chair which 
involved designing and moving into our 
new facilities in Kaufman.  My sabbatical 
last year was spent at the University of 
Otago in New Zealand doing research on 
bryozoan mineralogy as a proxy for 
Paleogene climate change.  My next big 
move is to Resident Director of the 
college’s science program at the University 
of East Anglia in Norwich, England.  I will 
replace Ben Edwards as he finishes his two 
year stint, and I start mine.  I will be 
teaching a course on the History of Science 
in London and Edinburgh in the fall and 
Sustainability Science in Norwich in the 
spring. 
 
Maria and the kids are all well.  Dylan (18) 
is a first year student at the University of 
Dallas.  Lily (16) is still Irish step dancing 
and nervous about missing her friends 
when she moves to England.  Kevin (12), 
John (8), and Peter (5) are all looking 
forward to teaching those Brits how to 
really play football/soccer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Professor Ben 
Edwards 
After spending 
almost two years 
running the 
Dickinson 

Norwich Science Program at the 
University of East Anglia, we're looking 
forward to returning to Carlisle. While at 
UEA I have had the opportunity to teach 
courses on the History of Science, 
Volcanoes and Tectonics, and Science and 
Society. All were very interesting 
departures from my normal teaching loads 
at Dickinson, and gave me the chance to 
learn quite a bit about some broader 
scientific issues that will be useful in future 
Dickinson courses. In particular I've 
recently had a very interesting read of 'The 
Skeptical Environmentalist' for the Spring 
2008 Science and Society course. The 
book is definitely worth checking out from 
the library; much of the specific 
information it contains is now out-of-date, 
as it was published in 2001. The author, 
Bjorn Lomborg, has generated lots of 
controversy, much of it with good cause, 
but he also makes some interesting points 
about our historical perspective on 
pollution (e.g., we have had some rather 
large successes with cleaning up smog in 
London for example), about the reality of 
not having enough resources in the world 
to solve all problems at once (ie. we must 
learn to set priorities when allocating 
resources globally), and about being 
skeptical of claims made by all groups 
concerning the state of the environment 
(not only claims made by big oil and big 
business). With the wealth of data 
accessible via the internet from 
government sources and scientific bodies, 
it is relatively easy to assess claims made 
by groups for specific problems, including 
checking the sources of Lomborg’s data 
(almost 1/3 of the book is annotated notes 
and bibliography). Any of you who have 
read the book and have comments or 
opinions, I would be very interested in 
getting emails with your thoughts! Also as 
part of the Science and Society course this 
past spring, I took 9 Dickinson students on 
a short trip to Iceland, where they learned 
about volcano and earthquake monitoring, 
Hydrogen fuel cell projects, geothermal 
energy, and Aluminum production. As is 
typical in Iceland, over the 4 days we were 
in Reykjavik the weather varied from rain 
to blizzard to sun (fortunately but 
unexpectedly sun dominated). 
 
 
 
 

Another enjoyable perspective builder has 
been teaching a course on the History of 
Science. The course was largely taught on 
the road, mainly in London but also in 
Edinburgh, Birmingham, Oxford and 
Cambridge. Highlights included seeing 
Huttons' section near Arthur's Seat, 
perusing one of the original versions of 
Copernicus's De Revolutionibus orbium 
coelestium, visiting the Royal Society and 
Greenwich Observatory, and learning 
about the Lunar Society, especially 
Erasmus Darwin, who, like his grandson 
Charles, had as one of his passions 
geology. 
 
I've also been relatively busy with two 
different aspects of research over the past 
two years. Immediately after moving to the 
UK in June 2006, I returned briefly to 
Dickinson to gather students and gear to 
begin an NSF-funded project on 
glaciovolcanism in northern British 
Columbia, at the Mount Edziza volcanic 
complex. The research is part of a 3 year 
project, which will be finishing at the end 
of 2008. Two Dickinson alums, Chira 
Endress '07 and Alex Lloyd '07, were very 
much a part of this research, and samples 
collected in 2006 were the basis for their 
senior research projects (Chira on 
glaciogenic sediments and Alex on rates of 
pillow cooling using CSD). We has a 
second, shorter field season in 2007, with 
which DC student Courtney Haynes ('09 
and presently in New Zealand) assisted. 
Immediately before driving to northern BC 
from Vancouver last summer with 
Courtney, I helped organize and run the 
Second Volcano-Ice Interactions on Earth 
and Mars conference in Vancouver. The 
conference was intimate but international, 
and many of the contributions presented at 
the conference will be published as a 
special issue of the Journal of Volcanology 
and Geothermal Research late in 
2008. Hopefully you will be seeing the 
results of Edziza research in a variety of 
publications and conference proceedings 
over the next few years. 
 
While at UEA I have also interacted with 
several professors who are working 
on products of the ongoing Soufriere Hills 
eruption, on the Caribbean island of 
Montserrat. In November 2007 I had the 
opportunity to be part of a field party 
documenting lahar deposits and measuring 
volcanic gas emissions. We also 
discovered an unusual abundance of mafic 
inclusions from andesite blocks in a recent 
pyroclastic flow deposit; we will be 
presenting the findings of our brief study at  
 

the 2008 IAVCEI meeting in Reykjavik 
this coming August. 
 
In the near future I'm also working on 
expanding my glaciovolcanism field areas 
to include work in Iceland, with several 
Icelandic collaborators, and to Mars (no 
fieldwork planned in the immediate future 
here, though, I'm sorry to say). 
 
I will be on sabbatical this coming fall, and 
hopefully will get another paper written as 
well as trying to submit another grant 
proposal to work either in BC or Iceland. If 
anyone is interested in alumni trips to 
British Columbia (BC has great fishing and 
wildlife watching, Iceland has got fantastic 
glaciers and volcanoes), Iceland, or 
Montserrat, please let me know. Maybe we 
can start an alumni field assistant program! 

 
Professor Pete 
Sak Hope this 
note finds you all 
doing well.  It’s 
been an exciting 
two years since 
the last newsletter.  

In the classroom, I continue to enjoy 
teaching Structure, Field, Geomorphology, 
and various introductory courses.  Last 
year I had the opportunity to teach a First 
Year Seminar on earthquakes, and lessons 
learned from the 1906 San Francisco 
earthquake.  This coming fall, I am looking 
forward to teaching a new seminar, 
Tectonics and Topography.  This seminar 
will focus on the interplay between tectonic 
processes and surficial processes.  On the 
research front, I have been fortunate to 
work with a highly motivated group of 
students.  A project focusing on the 
ongoing fore arc response to rapid 
underthrusting of the Cocos Ridge along 
the Middle America Trench is winding 
down.  Dickinson student, Whitney 
Hoffman (’09), made important 
contributions towards this study. While 
that project winds down, I have been 
ramping up work on a project closer to 
home.  Pete Hanley (’06) and Maggie 
Jackson (’07) worked with me mapping the 
southern portions of the Susquehanna 
River valley in the Valley and Ridge.  We 
have been able to quantify strain across the 
study area.  In an unrelated project, Chrissy 
Miller (’10) and I have been studying how 
rates of basalt weathering vary as a 
function of orientation around individual 
clasts within volcaniclastic debris flows 
from Guadeloupe.  The greatest change for 
Linda and me has been the arrival of our 
 



daughter, Maya.  Maya was born on 
September 1st and she has been keeping us 
busy and entertained.  After surviving her 
first Pennsylvania winter, Maya is now 
looking forward to the summer and getting 
out to do mapping!  Hope to see you in the 
near future during reunion weekend, GSA, 
or the next time you are in Carlisle. 
 

Professor Meagen 
Pollock 
It was fortunate for me 
that Ben Edwards spent 
the last two years in 
England, leaving the 
Geology Department in 
need of a petrologist. 
Ben left some big shoes 
to fill, but thanks to the 

support from the entire department, my 
time here has been intensely rewarding. 
 
Last summer, I spent a few weeks in 
Iceland, mapping and collecting samples 
from an ancient abandoned rift.  Jake 
Davidson has been working as a Dana  
Research Assistant on making thin sections 
of those samples and analyzing  
them on the department’s XRF.  NSF has 
provided funding for another summer field 
season, and it’s exciting to see how the 
data Jake collected is guiding my field 
research. 
 
Teaching at Dickinson has been one of my 
most valuable and inspirational 
experiences. I have had the opportunity to 
teach several intro courses (Planet Earth, 
Geology of National Parks, and Earth 
Systems Science), Mineralogy, and 
Petrology.  Following in Ben’s footsteps, I 
taught the integrated Min/Pet sequence last 
fall.  Min/Pet immersion is possibly the 
most difficult challenge the students (and I) 
will ever face in our lives, but what a blast 
it was!  Indeed, the clever and dedicated 
Dickinson students have spoiled me 
forever.  In particular, the energy and 
enthusiasm from the majors strengthened 
my decision to pursue a career at a liberal 
arts college.  
The thrill that comes with the end of a 
semester is tinged with sadness this year, 
as I will be leaving Dickinson to take a 
tenure track position at the College of 
Wooster in Ohio. Without a doubt, my  
success is the product of the good people in 
the Geology Department.  My colleagues 
led by example, showing me how to be a 
great faculty member and advisor.  My 
students challenged me to be a better 
teacher and researcher.  While the 
Meagenetic field (a force emanating from 
Kaufman 135, where passers by feel the 

strong urge to enter and spend long hours 
chatting) will surely be diminished, I 
sincerely hope that I will continue to be 
included in the Dickinson Geology family. 
 

Robert Dean- 
Geology 
Technician 
Howdy!  I started  
here at Dickinson as 
the department’s 
technician late this 
past summer.  I cam

to Dickinson from Montgomery College i
Rockville, MD where I served as the 
Instructional Lab Coordinator in the 
Geosciences and Adjunct Faculty for the 
Department of Physics, Engineering, & 
Geosciences.  I earned my M.S. in 
Geological Sciences from the University of 
Texas at El Paso in 2004 where, during my 
graduate work, I had the opportunity to 
serve as both a TA, teaching labs in 
Geology and Environmental Science, and 
an RA, working on geological and 
geophysical surveys throughout Texas, 
New Mexico, Arizona, and southern 
Colorado.  My experiences with research 
equipment in both my undergraduate and 
graduate careers have lead to my current 
role as Technician here at Dickinson.  The 
short time that I’ve been on campus has 
been an enormous learning process 
bringing myself up to speed on the 
spectrum of research instruments and it’s 
great to have so many wonderful toys to 
play with!  I’m also looking very much 
forward to the opportunity to start teaching 
in the fall.    
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I’m a hard rock geologist at heart with a 
background in structure, tectonics, and 
metamorphic petrology and maintain an 
interest in North American tectonics, but 
my tortuous path so far has lead to a 
number of interesting side projects and I 
consider it a privilege to have the 
opportunity to participate in a broad range 
of science.  While at Montgomery College, 
I became involved in a collaborative 
project investigating a Late Woodlands 
Paleo-Indian site where I was studying 
provenance of pottery sherd temper 
material in an effort to examine the 
permanence of the encampment. 
Additionally, took a lead role in 
Montgomery College’s participation in the 
DC Lightning Mapping Array (LMA) in 
part with New Mexico Tech, NASA, and 
the National Weather Service.  
 
 
  

The DC LMA is now providing near real-
time weather data to the NWS in an effort 
to characterize severe weather systems and 
provide more advanced weather advisories. 
  
This summer is shaping up to be fairly 
busy itself.  Thanks to a Dickinson 
Research and Development grant, I’ll be 
attending two GIS short courses at the 
Center for Geographic Information 
Systems at Towson University (my other 
Alma Matre).  I have plans for a couple of 
larger scale departmental projects including 
setup of a new workshop here in Kaufman 
and construction of a wave tank for 
teaching and research.  Pete and I have laid 
tentative plans to continue mapping in the 
Susquehanna River Valley and I hope to 
finally be able to revisit some of my 
graduate research on the Proterozoic 
evolution of southern Laurentia with a trip 
out to Colorado.  Last but not least, I plan 
to spend as much of my free time, as 
possible, getting lost in the woods of 
central Pennsylvania with my fly rod in 
hand.     
 

 
 
Mary Orr –Academic 
Department Coordinator 
I have had the pleasure of meeting some of 
you during the Geology 50th Anniversary 
Alumni Celebration. For those who I have 
not met, I am the current academic 
department coordinator for the departments 
of Geology and Environmental Studies. I 
have been with the College for three years. 
However, I have only worked in this 
position for the last year. I will be your 
liaison for such things as the Geology 
newsletter, Geology alumni events and 
updates.   
I really enjoyed working on the 50th 

Anniversary celebration and I hope that 
those who participated had an enjoyable 
time.  The department will be asking you 
periodically to update us on your activities 
and life experiences and I do hope that all 
of you will take the time to share with us 
(After all, I will need something to print in 
these newsletters) Until next time……… 
 

 
 
 



Start Making Plans for 
Alumni Weekend 2008 
June 13-15 
 
To register online, please go to 
http://www.dickinson.edu/alumni/weekend
/.  You can look over the schedule of 
events, enjoy the class reunion pages and 
see photos of the Virtual Reunion from 
previous years.   
 

Did you know??.... 
 
Each Tuesday during the academic year, 
the Geology department hosts the Geology 
Seminar Series. The event takes place in 
the Holland Union Building over the lunch 
hour.  A Guest speaker is invited to give a 
topic talk on a geological subject. Majors 
can enjoy their lunch and an informative 
talk all at the same time. If you are 
currently involved in a Geological related 
field and would like to visit your old alma 
mater and be a guest speaker….we would 
love to have you!! For more information, 
please contact Rob Dean at 
deanr@dickinson.edu. 

Your Feedback is 
Important to us……. 

We have created this newsletter with you 
in mind….If you would like to make a 
suggestion regarding newsletter content or 
format please let your voice be heard.  
Please email orrm@dickinson.edu. 

Alumni Updates for the 
Next Newsletter….  
 
Would you like your update to appear in 
the next newsletter? It’s easy….just log 
onto: 
http://icon.dickinson.edu/geology/alumnisu
rvey.cfm 
You can also include a photo with your 
update!  
 

Have you thought about 
joining Dickinson 
Works? 
The hallmark of the Dickinson Works 
program is our on-line alumni network 
which provides Dickinsonians with an 
invaluable career development resource. 
By sharing career knowledge, you will be 
providing one of the best opportunities for 
exploring career opportunities. Over 1,300 

Dickinson alumni have volunteered to be a 
part of the network, willing to share 
information about their careers and offer 
suggestions. You can participate too! For 
more information or to register, please go 
to the following web address.   
 
To date, there are 31 Geology Alum who 
have registered to use the site. 
Additionally, 21 of the 31Geology Alums 
have offered their services. We would like 
to thank all those offering their services 
and participating in the Dickinson Works 
initiative.  
 
We acknowledge them below:  
Dr. Rudy Slingerland ‘69                               
Kingsley Greene ’71                                       
Joseph Layman ’71                                     
George Lee Jr. ’71                                     
Randall E. Wallett ’72                              
Barbara Faulkner ’74                              
Sandra Quittman Walker ’74                         
Dr Lisa Rossbacher ’75                            
Mary Rose Cassa ’76                             
Jenifer Hope Gustafson D.V.M. ’81             
Betsy Strachan Suppes ’82                            
Sally Jones ’83                                               
John Kastrinos ’83                                        
Deborah Forester Legowski ’83                    
Douglas Bitterman ’85                                  
Richard Werner ’88                                      
Gretchen Dockter Hancock ’91                     
Andrew Judd ’93                                    
Jessica Ustick Cannon ’98                                  
Tara Jones Roth ’98                                     
Veronica Tsang ’06                                   
 

Hardcopy or Electronic 
Copy??..... 
 
Would you prefer receiving your copy of 
the newsletter in hardcopy form or in 
electronic version. To opt out of receiving 
the hardcopy version and receive it 
electronically please email 
orrm@dickinson.edu  
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New Ho
Alumni who 
attended the 
Anniversary 
Celebration were 
able to see the new 

academic building that currently houses the 
Geology Department.  Although the 
original plan was to house our depar
only temporarily in this building, we have 
now been informed that this will be our 
permanent home.  We will continue to 
share the building with the Environmen

Studies Department however, the 
Psychology department will eventually 
move to the newly construct
Scientific Building.  
We are excited to call Kaufman Hall ho
This building is making history in the 
Dickinson community.  In the future,
h
 
Additionally, this building is sustainable in
its own right. With the help of an Ener
Harvest Grant from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
Dickinson was able to install solar panels 
on the roof of Kaufman Hall, in addition 
to, ground panels on the sout
n
 
Dickinson College has jumped on the 
sustainability band wagon and the Geol
department i
in
 

Please click on the link 
below to see real time
regarding the energy 
generated by using these 
panels.  The da
im
 

http://www.dickinso
2007/solar/ 
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CASSA Field Trip….. 
This year’s CASSA field trip will find
Professors Niemitz and Sak taking
students to the Southern coast of 
California. While there, they will surely se
some awesome landscapes. But they 
also have the opportunity to see the 
environmental problems caused by t
Andreas fault. This is an excellent  
opportunity for students to see first hand 
the things that they have only read or heard 
about in class.  Our funds are often limit
for the CASSA trip, and this year is no 
exception.  This trip will find the group 
tent camping and roughing it for a 
of the trip….with the price of gas 
constantly sky-rocketing, I hope they hav
enough fuel to get around in California
For any alum wishing to donate to the 
CASSA cause ….you
greatly appreciated. 
However, should you consider making a 
donation please designate on your ch
that your donation be ap
G
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Happenings……. 
 
50th Anniversary  
Celebration: 

 
The following will appear in the 
Dickinson magazine 
 
The weekend of April 11-12th was a joyous 
one for Dickinson Geology alumni.  In 
celebration of 50 years of the major, the 
Geology department hosted a series of 
events for past students.  The weekend 
started with a Friday evening reception in 
Kaufman Hall.  Of course, we had to tell 
the alumni where to find us. For most of 
them, this academic building didn’t exist 
when they were students.   
 

 
 
On Saturday morning, the alumni were 
treated to a field trip hosted by Professors 
Key and Sak to the Dickinson Quarry and 
Waggoner’s Gap.  The festivities continued 
into Saturday evening with a wine and hors 
d’oeuvres pre-dinner reception in Kaufman 
Hall.  Alumni were provided tours of our 
new digs and showed our latest in 
analytical and teaching technology.  Our 
reception spilled over to the Bosler Atrium 
where we enjoyed a delicious dinner and 
had the opportunity to re-connect with 
former classmates and faculty.  
 

 
 

The keynote address was given by 
Emeritus Professors Noel Potter and Bill 
Vernon.  Their speeches encompassed 50 
years of the Geology major.   Their stories 
were amusing, touching and intriguing.  
After the speeches, alumni were invited to 
take the microphone and tell some stories 
of their own.  Fortunately, no one took the 
microphone thinking that they were on 
“American Idol”.  

 
 
Needless to say, the weekend was enjoyed 
by many including the current and past 
faculty and staff of the department as well 
as numerous friends and family members.   
 

 
Alumni in attendance included the 
following: 
George Pedlow ‘68 
Rudy Slingerland ‘69 
 Michael Hozik ‘70 
Neil Sullivan ‘70 
H.Scott Laird’71                                        
 Jay Layman ‘71 
George Lee ‘71 
Randy Wallett ‘72                                     
Dave Robinson ‘77 
WayneGeller’78                                        
Alice Reding Myers ‘81       
Betsy Strachan Suppes ’82 
Suzanne Kairo ‘83 
Derek Peachey ‘97 
Stefanie Comastro Rosti ‘97 
Jeffrey Roth ‘01 
Michael Sasso ‘03 
Katie Sauer ‘03 
Peter Enderlin ‘05 
Andrew Roth ‘06 
Chira Endress ‘07 
Alexander Lloyd ‘07 
Elizabeth Pente ‘07 
 

 
 
Faculty and staff in attendance included 
the following: 
Pat Braught 
Rob Dean 
Marcus Key 
Jeff Niemitz 
Mary Orr 
Beth O’Shea 
Meagen Pollock 
Noel Potter 
Pete Sak 
Bill Vernon 
Candie Wilderman 
 

 
            
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Class of 1961 
 

Ronald Page 
Spend my time 
volunteering at my 
church and non 
profit organizations, 
Enjoy golfin
kayaking, traveling, 
playing with 
grandkids and doing 

genealogic research. My geology major got 
me into the workplace performing 
subsurface investigations for earth dams 
primarily for flood control purposes. After 
9 years, I ended up doing mostly 
management and program administration 
work. 

g, sea 

 

Class of 1964 
 
M.James Aldrich 
Checks in with us from Sequin, WA. He 
has retired, but teaches part time at 
Peninsula College. 
 

Class of 1968 
 
George Pedlow III 
George checked in with us from State 
College, PA. His comment on the 
survey…. and I quote: “This will require a 
"book". Please bear with me !” Evidently, 
George has a lot to say.  I may wait for the 
movie!!! 
 

Class of 1969 
 

Rudy 
Slingerland 
The Dickinson 
Geology program 
provided a superb 
launching pad for me, 
and not just because 

it allowed me to score well in the geology 
GRE after a night of hard drinking at the 
Walnut Bottom Tavern. A semester of 
plane-tabling outcrops in some farmer's 
field west of Carlisle was enough to 
convince the military that I was a surveyor. 
So when I was drafted right out of college 
and sent to Viet Nam, I went as a SeaBee 
not a grunt. And now after 30 years of 
teaching geology at Penn State, I can only 
hope I have been half as inspirational as 
my geology professors at Dickinson---
Henry Hanson & Bill Vernon. 
 

Class of 1970 
 

Michael Hozik 
My Dickinson Geology 
major made my career 
possible. I came to 
Dickinson as a pre-law 
student and took 
Physical Geology 
because it was the only 

science I hadn't had. Professor Hanson 
hooked me into geology. Both Professor 
Hanson and Dr. Vernon got me involved in 
research: Professor Hanson got me 
interested in a project on Assateague Island 
that led to my first publication; he also 
steered me to a summer field assistant 
position with the USGS; Dr. Vernon hired 
me as a field assistant to work on his 
mapping project on the Concord 
Quadrangle in New Hampshire. From there 
I was hooked. I ended up as a geology 
professor at Stockton College where we 
teach undergraduates. I still enjoy my 
work, and I tell people that I get paid to 
have fun. I am currently studying 
paleomagnetism of basalt lava flows 
displaced by Basin and Range faulting in 
southwestern Utah in an attempt to 
understand the fault motions and to assess 
the earthquake hazard. 
 
 Connie Schmotzer 
As a consumer horticulture educator I am 
responsible for creating programming to 
deliver research based information to the 
public. One of our current programs is 
MAEscapes - Mid-Atlantic Ecological 
Landscapes. This program uses 
demonstration gardens, classes, plant sales 
and visits to encourage homeowners to use 
native plants. reduce pesticide use and 
conserve water. Though I am no longer 
working in a profession directly involved 
with geology, geology still influences my 
work. While I was working as a naturalist 
for the National Park Service the 
connection between plants, animals and the 
rock beneath our feet became very 
apparent. That connection continues today. 
If all our citizens understood the forces at 
work in and on the earth, their day to day 
view of many environmental issues would 
most certainly be altered. The 
understanding of geologic processes should 
be part of everyone's education - everyone 
needs to take at least one geology course! 
 
 
 
 

Neil Sullivan 
Neil checked in with us from Allison Park, 
PA.  He currently works for Sylvan Energy 
in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 
Kathryn Wilson 
Kathryn checked in from Alexandria, VA.  
She’s retired but is presently rehabilitating 
wild songbirds (federally and state 
licensed). 
 

Class of 1971 
 

Herbert 
Black 
I am a geologist 
at the US 
Minerals 
Management 

Service in Denver. After graduating from 
Dickinson, I got my MS in Geology at CU 
in Boulder, where I did my MS in 
geothermal geology. I am the geothermal 
technical expert now at MMS where I 
wrote the new geothermal regulations 
under the Energy Act of 2005. As a result, 
I am giving training workshops to industry 
and states on how to use the regulations 
and writing handbooks. My geology degree 
at Dickinson led me to go to graduate 
school, then into the oil industry as a 
geologist and geophysicist, and finally to 
the US government, in the Energy 
Information Administration and now 
MMS. My geology degree has led me to 
interesting and fulfilling positions in 
Washington, DC and Denver in private 
industry and the Federal government. I did 
take a detour and went to optometry school 
in my 40's and am now practicing part-
time. his helps to fulfill the part of me that 
wants to work with and help people 
directly. 
 
Kingsley Greene 
My major in geology at Dickinson taught 
me how to think like a scientist. Made me a 
better problem-solver. I have some photos I 
took on the infamous Alaska trip in 1970, 
which I'll try to copy and send. Some of 
those pictured may be suitable for 
blackmail; a great fundraising opportunity 
for the Dept.... I think having the 50th 
celebration in April is a bad idea. It should 
be Alumni Weekend. Those of us who 
regularly attend AW, and have to travel 
long distances, aren't likely to make 
another trip to Carlisle. 
 
 
 



Joseph (Jay) Layman 
I own Capital Associates, Inc. which is a 
public affairs/government 
relations/business strategies consulting 
business in Harrisburg. We represent 
business and nonprofit organizations who 
need to interact with government and help 
them to achieve their organizations' 
objectives. Although never practicing as a 
geologist, I have used my knowledge many 
times over the years with respect to 
environmental issues, real estate 
transactions and economic development 
projects. In addition, I represented the PA 
Society of Professional Geologists for 
many years as their legislative consultant 
and, while not a requirement to have 
geologic training for that position, I found 
it useful to both my and my client. Visit 
my website for more information and a 
photo: www.capitalassoc.com 
 
George Lee Jr. 
George checks in from Deruyter, NY.  He 
is currently employed by Pyramid 
Brokerage. 
 
W. David Menzie 
Checked in from Reston, VA where he 
works at the US Geological Survey. 
 

Class of 1972 
 
Randall Wallett 
Randall checks in from Honey Brook, PA.  
He is currently employed with 
Independence Construction Materials.  
Class of 1973 
 
Heath Warren 
I'm the Independent Verification and 
Validation (IV&V) Team Lead, and the 
Risk Manager for the Presidential 
Helicopters Program In-Service 
Integrated Product Team at the Naval Air 
System Command in Patuxent River, MD. 
We develop and maintain the avionics 
systems for the VH-3D and VH-60N 
Presidential helicopters. One of our big 
projects now is integrating a glass cockpit 
we designed into the VH-60N. I'm also on 
the faculty of The Johns Hopkins 
University Whiting School of Engineering 
- as an instructor for the systems 
engineering master's degree program at 
JHU's satellite campus in Southern 
Maryland. The Geology Department at 
Dickinson influenced me in many ways - 
PH, Dr. Vernon and Noel Potter were the 
best people I have ever learned from 
(although I certainly wasn't their star 
student). The methods I learned at 

Dickinson are the foundation of almost 
everything I do - the ability to hear, think, 
and reason and clearly fuse those into 
coherent action was developed by my 
undergraduate education and experience. 
The caring and attention from the Geology 
Department got me through the last 3 years 
at D'son, and it was there that I think I 
learned practical skills in critical thinking, 
scientific method, investigation and 
problem solving. Dickinson and especially 
my major made me confident that I could 
do anything I put my mind to - including 
pursuing a career in system sengineering. 
I've always been exceptionally proud of 
being a Dickinson Collge graduate, and 
especially proud to be one of the few with 
a BS in Geology. 
 
Blair Goodlin 
I left Geology as a full-time career in 1978. 
My geology major did allow me a brief 
stint as an adjunct lecturer in 
Environmental Studies at Eastern 
Connecticut State University in the mid-
1990's. In addition, I have maintained an 
interest in environmental issues and a keen 
appreciation for the earth and its processes. 
 

Class of 1974 
 
Lucy Hays McCrea Berilla 
Lucy checked in with us from Newville, 
PA. She currently works for the Perry 
Conservation District. 
 

 

nd 

Geoff Coe 
Still living in 
Ft. Myers a
enjoying work 
@ Sun, the 
stock price 

keeps dropping and my options are still 
underwater so I'll probably be working 
there for a few more years (unless they 
read this!). I am very active as a 
local/regional nature photographer through 
my side business, Wild Images Florida and 
am traveling the art show circuit this spring 
selling my work. I'm also in training as a 
tour guide for a nearby wildlife preserve 
and will be teaching a course in taking 
photographs from a kayak later this winter. 
As far as impact of my Geology major on 
my career: A few folks may know that I 
first got involved with photography 
because, as a Johns Hopkins grad student, I 
was told I had to show slides of my field 
work! So I guess we could start there! I've 
told Noel Potter and others that the biggest 
value of my major was that it taught me 
how to think and analyze critically and 

objectively, and that's served me well 
through my work at the Washington Post, 
as a photographer, and certainly as I create 
web-based instruction and other end-user 
documentation at Sun. 
 
Barbara Faulkner 
Barbara recently checked in with us from 
the Houston, TX area. She is employed by 
Exxon Mobil Corporation. 
 
Katherine Karns –
Youngblood 
Katherine checks in with us from 
Plymouth, MN. 
 
Russell Pfeil 
Russell checks in with us from San 
Leandro, CA.  He is currently employed by 
Wells Fargo. 
 
Sharon Allshouse Rich 
I'm a geologist and I teach geology at 

eorgia Southern University. G
  
Sandra Quittman Walker 
When I left Dickinson in 1974, I accepted a 
job with Sun Oil company. I told my 
parents I would just come down here and 
live and work for a couple of years, and 
then I would return to Bucks County, Pa. 
Oh, well.....My husband and I are both 
petroleum geologists. It is a really fun time 
to be in the oil industry right now. We've 
been waiting for 34+ years for this kind of 
excitement!!!! Our oldest son, Bill, (Baylor 
BS '04, MS '06), decided to major in 
Geology because he felt his brain worked 
like ours, and in his words, "Why fight 
it????" He is now a petroleum geologist for 
ExxonMobil in Houston and has run into 
Barbara Faulkner on a couple of occasions! 
Small world! Our other son Dan is 
finishing a master's in Wildlife Biology. 
We only do the sciences in our family!!! 
We are planning to retire??? to Bosque 
County, just southwest of Dallas, so please 
give us a holler and come and hike the hills 
with us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.capitalassoc.com/


Class of 1975 
 

Sara Heller 
Baldwin 
I had a great career, for 
a while, as a geology 
professor at the 
University of 

Wisconsin and the College of Charleston. 
Then I got married, gave birth to three
beautiful children, and changed careers. 
The new one is far more rewarding,
less lucrative. Now that they are getting 
older I am supplementing our income by 
dyeing yarn and thread, and selling it on 
ebay. I guess that makes me a fiber artist.
also play my cello for wedding and party 
gigs on occasion. I am not really using 
geology education at the moment, but my 
kids sure get a lot of roadside lectures and 
fossil stops when we travel! 

 

 but 

 I 

my 

 
Lisa Rossbacher 
Lisa checks in from Marietta, GA. She 
currently works for Southern Polytechnic 
State University. 
 

Class of 1976 
 

Mary Rose 
Cassa 
I last visited the 
Department 
while at the 
College for the 

graduation of my nephew, Andrew 
Parsekian. It's exciting to know that he's 
pursuing a career that is similar to mine! 
I'm supervising a staff of 5 that includes 
geologists, engineers, and a toxicologist. 
We oversee cleanup of sites in the San 
Francisco Bay Area that have 
contaminated groundwater. In recent years, 
we have added many dimensions to 
contaminated site cleanup, including 
intrusion of volatile contaminants into 
indoor air, and addressing community 
concerns about contamination in their 
neighborhood. I have spent some of my 
spare time volunteering for a non-profit 
called San Francisco Nature Education that 
provides environmental educational 
enrichment to students from underserved 
communities. I also spend time at the 
historic Spreckels Lake and San Francisco 
Model Yacht Club in Golden Gate Park, 
mostly sailing 36-inch yachts with no radio 
control ("freesail"). The photo attached 
shows three friends with 
 

Dickinson Geology connections. From left 
to right: Dick Flory ('61), Mary Rose 
Cassa('76), Doug Peck (summer '69). The 
photo was taken at the 2007 convention of 
the Orders and Medals Society of America. 
My husband, George Wilhelmsen, collects 
US WWII medals and insignia, as well as 
some foreign orders and medals. We met 
Doug when the three of us worked at 
Chevron, and we all met Dick through the 
OMSA conventions, where I serve as 
"official photographer." 
 

Neil 
Gordon 
I'm the chief 
operating officer 
at the Boston 
Children's 

Museum. I just got done running the 
project to expand and renovate the 
museum, creating the first LEED certified 
green museum in Boston. My geology 
experiences, besides being lots of fun, were 
part of development of an appreciation for 
the natural world. It is something that has 
an impact in many parts of my life. I have 
often used geological terms to compare 
various management styles (think about 
geomorphic processes and volcanic events, 
and maybe you are thinking about some of 
the bosses you have had!). 
 
Christine Dusel Straw 
After a 10 year sabatical to move around 
the country and raise children, I've just 
returned to a full time position at Trevor 
Day School in New York City as the 
Assistant Director of Admissions. 
 

Class of 1977 
 
Bruce Geller 
I started a new position as CSM Geology 
Museum Director in August 2007 and I 
like it.  My daughter, Nina starts Dickinson 
in August 2008. 
 
David Robinson 
Currently, I am chairman of the 
Department of Geography at Rutgers 
University. I also serve as the New Jersey 
State Climatologist. My research focuses 
on global snow cover and climate data 
gathering. I was a contributing author to 
the recent Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and just finished chairing 
a National Research Council committee. 
As state climatologist, I sit on a number of  
 
 

state advisory committees and operate a 
real-time weather network. I tremendously 
value my Dickinson geology degree (and 
Dickinson in general; one of my sons is a 
freshman there this year). The wonderful 
courses and opportunities to explore areas 
of personal interest (e.g. weather and 
climate)provided a solid foundation and 
began teaching me how to think like a 
scientist. 
 

Class of 1978 
 
Wayne Geller 
Afer graduating Dickinson in 1978 I 
attended the Penn State College of 
Medicine in Hershey, PA where I 
graduated with Honors in 1982. Following 
that I completed both my internship and 
residency in Family Medicine at Abington 
Memorial Hospital in Abington, PA. I 
successfully passed my specialty boards in 
Family Medicine and practiced in 
Northeast Philadelphia for nearly 9 years 
before joining Johnson and Johnson in 
1993 (Drug Safety) as an Assistant 
Director. In 2000 I became a Medical 
Director of Drug Safety at AstraZeneca 
Pharmaceuticals in Wilmington, DE where 
I have been since, now residing in beautiful 
Avondale, PA (mushroom growing capital 
of the US). Geology had a profound impact 
on my career. I cherish the happy 
memories of much time spent in the 
basement of Althouse with my fellow Geo 
majors and professors, all of whom had a 
very positive effect on me and my interest 
in the sciences. In particular, I wish to 
thank Dr. Vernon, Noel Potter, Henry 
Hanson, Rob Graham, Jeff Nimitz, and 
Ken Wolgemuth for their infectious 
enthusiasm and commitment to making our 
education "Job One". I miss many of the 
department traditions, not to mention the 
annual spiking of the coffee machine with 
grain alcohol on Ground Hog's Day; 
naming one of the skulls in the department 
museum after the newest faculty member 
(homo ...ensis); throwing snowballs at the 
blackboard while the instructor was 
writing; field trips to exotic places like 
North Mountain, Fuller Lake, Assagteague 
Island, and the Florida Keys; watching one 
of our professors eat cooked Maryland 
crabs while driving; making our first thin 
section; watching thymol crystalize and its 
wretched odor; holiday parties at various 
professors' houses; listening to Noel's tapes 
from Anarctica with recordings of penguin 
calls and his playing the loggerphone 
(some contraption he became introduced to 
 



 which originates in New Zealand I 
believe), Dr. Vernon's blowing his famous 
whistle afterwhich trilobites started 
jumping out of their Devonian assemblages 
in Perry County; and of course many 
stories (some perhaps "Tall Tales") of Geo 
legends (D'son alumnae) who preceeded us 
through the glass doors of Old West. It 
certainly was a great time in my life, one 
that I will never forget and have you all to 
thank for- I wish everyone the best! 
 

Class of 1981 
 
Charles Herzig  
Charles recently checked in with us. He is 
employed by El Camino College. 
 

Class of 1982 
 

Joe Ford 
I've always retained a 
love for the outdoors 
and for the curiosity 
that was encouraged
being a Geology major. 
I never really worked in 
the field and have been 

in the information technology program 
managment area over the last  

 by 

20 years. 
 
Victoria Porto 
Victoria checks in from Carlisle, PA.  She 
is currently employed by the PA 
Department of Transportation. 
 
Betsy Strachan Suppes 
Betsy checked in with us from Johnstown, 
PA.  She is currently a self employed 
petroleum geologist with Forgedale 
Consulting, Inc. 
 

Class of 1983 
 
Suzanne Kairo 

 
Being a geologist is an integral part of my 
life. I share my passion for earth and 
physical science with my two daughters,  
 

Kalina (10) and Hana (6) and with my 
husband Glenn, who is also a professional 
geologist. Need I tell you that our house is 
absolutely full of rocks, fossils and 
crystals: some beautiful and expensive, 
some found on field trips, and some picked 
up off the playground. I love to take family 
vacations to places that are geologically 
interesting and I am really glad my family 
likes it as much as I do! I know it seems 
weird to a lot of people, but most of my 
friends are geologists. I guess I just find 
them fun to be around. I have worked in 
Houston for Exxon, now ExxonMobil, for 
over 15 years and every year I continue to 
have challenging, educational, and 
generally fascinating experiences. I am a 
corporate expert in the area of sandstone 
reservoir quality (porosity and 
permeability) and I still love looking 
through a microscope as much as I did 
when I was at Dickinson. My job 
assignments have taken me on travel to 
China, Russia, Canada, Europe, and 
Mexico. There's never a dull moment. In 
addition to making a living as a geologist 
for XOM, I volunteer as an ExxonMobil 
"Science Ambassador" by designing 
lessons and 
teaching occasional classes at my kids' 
elementary school. It allows me to share 
my enthusiasm and curiosity for science 
with children of all ages and gives me the 
chance to be a role model. In a most 
fundamental way I owe my love for 
geology and my career to the Dickinson 
College Geology Department. I thought I 
would be a lawyer when I "grew up" but 
my freshman geology class changed all 
that. In just a year or so I found that I had a 
strong affinity for learning and practicing 
geology. After a few years of interacting 
with the students and faculty (Niemitz, 
Hanson, Vernon, and Potter) in the 
Geology Department I felt welcome and 
comfortable, and I knew I had found a 
niche. Boy, did I ever! 
 
Thomas Rossbach  
Thomas checks in with us from Elizabeth 
City, NC.  He is currently employed with 
Elizabeth City State University. 
 
Ann Tihansky 
Geology, as THE global science, has 
served me well in that now I am spending 
my time communicating science-related 
issues to the public. This transition to the 
Public Affairs arena has me relying not just 
on geology but the integrated sciences and 
their bearing on human activities and 
environmental sustainability. My  
 

Dickinson education has prepared me well 
for my current career. My geology and art 
majors have helped me design and build a 
diamondback terrapin float for an annual 
parade where we pass out educational 
materials about turtles and also for a 
workshop I co-planned with University of 
South Florida St. Petersburg's Journalism 
Department focused on improving the 
important interaction of science and the 
media. In this day and age, awareness of 
science and its impact on society needs 
more attention if we are to garner support 
for sustainability by community leaders 
and policy makers. I am pleased with the 
directions that Dickinson is taking on the 
global issue of sustainability. I hope I can 
make it to the anniversary event. 
 

Class of 1984 
 
Doug Blaze  
Doug checked in with us from Knoxville, 
TN.  He is currently employed by the 
University of Tennessee College of Law. 

 

 

Jeff Hoffer 
Congrats on the 
50th 
anniversary! 
Geology at 
Dickinson (and 
Kastrinos) led 

me to grad school at Penn State and 
employment as a hydrogeologist. I’ve had 
a charmed existence living in Vermont and 
working as a consulting hydrogeologist. 
The work load can be sporadic, but the 
quality of life is terrific! Attached is a 
photo of John Kastrinos (83), yours truly, 
and Ann Tihansky (83), who skis 
amazingly well for a Florida girl! 

Laurie 
Bacon 
Meister 
I am in my 23rd 
year of teaching 

science - almost all of it in the middle 
school and also almost all of it general (a 
little bit of everything) science. It's a little 
scary that I am the school "expert" in all 
things Geology-related; I graduated in 
1984, after all! I still remember talking to 
Professor Potter about teaching and how 
people learn. It continues to be my favorite 
thing to discuss with colleagues - 
specifically how young people learn 
science, of course. We all know that one of 
the great things about teaching is the  
 



summer and I try to take advantage of the 
break to do some traveling and some 
learning - usually both at the same time. 
The enclosed photo is from a week at an 
Audubon educator's workshop held at 
beautiful Hog Island, Maine last July 
(2007.) 
 

Nancy 
Jarvis 
Mueller 
I have always 
worked in the 

natural resources/geology area. I started 
doing hydrogeology work for the State of 
Vermont and later Cortland County, New 
York. I worked on landfill analysis, 
hazardous waste site remediation, 
hydrogeological studies, public education 
and public policy. Having grown up on the 
shores of Lake Champlain, however, I was 
always interested in lake management. Jeff 
Niemitz encouraged and renewed that 
interest. My "Oceanography" paper 
focused on Lake Champlain. After all, 
Lake Champlain was a "sea" once! I had 
the opportunity to enter the lake 
management field while working in 
Cortland, and I have since moved on to do 
that exclusively. I am technically self-
employed as a consultant, but I work for 
the New York State Federation of Lake 
Associations, Inc. We have over 200 lake 
associations in our membership and 
provide support for them in a number of 
ways. I also work with the NYS 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation and Upstate Freshwater 
Institute coordinating the Citizens 
Statewide Lake Assessment Program. This 
is a volunteer monitoring program on about 
120 lakes throughout the state. 
 

Class of 1985   
 
Douglas Bitterman 
I have worked for CH2M HILL for over 18 
years as a hydrogeologist and project 
manager working on environmental 
investigation and remediation projects for 
industrial and government clients. I am 
currently responsible for a multi-million 
dollar environmental remediation program 
at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point 
in North Carolina. In addition to my client 
work, I serve as the Office Manager of the 
Virginia Beach, VA office of CH2M 
HILL, which has approximately 75 staff 
members. On the personal side, I am 
married with two children (Alex - 11,  
 

and Matthew - 7) and reside in 
Chesapeake, VA. We moved to the 
Hampton Roads region in southeastern 
Virginia from the DC area 6 years ago and 
have been enjoying the area immensely. 
 

Class of 1987 
 
Caitlin Mullen 
Caitlin say “Hi” from Annapolis, MD.   
 

Class of 1988 
 
Rich and Tracy Werner 
Rich and Tracy(Karfunkle) 
check in with us from Elkins Park, PA.  He 
is employed with Environmental 
Consulting, Inc. 
 

Class of 1991 
 
Gretchen Dockter Hancock 
I manage GE's global carbon footprint, and 
having a geology degree gives me instant 
credibility with our business leadership, 
customers, and non-governmental 
organizations. I also manage our training 
programs for operational and environment, 
health, and safety leaders globally. 
Dickinson, and the Geology department 
specifically, taught me to put complex data 
in context to educate & influence leaders, 
and drive real environmental improvement. 
 
Troy Thomas 
Troy checks in from Milton, MA.  He 
works at Milton Academy and wishes 
everyone all the best! 
 

Class of 1992 
 

 
Alyson Lighthart 
Ponomarenko  
Until the end of Fall 2006, I taught 
geology, from field camp for Louisiana 
State University and summer block courses 
for Colorado College to giant lecture 
classes at the University of Texas at San 
Antonio and San Diego State University to 
upper-division courses for majors in such 
completely divergent subjects as  
 

paleontology and volcanology. Because of 
geology I've been privileged to eat lunch 
on outcrops in two-thirds of the states 
(including Hawaii, but not yet Alaska), and 
half a 
dozen countries. My teaching style and 
academic priorities were both 
fundamentally affected by my experience 
at Dickinson, which absolutely led me to 
where I am today. In Fall 2006, I took a 
position as the director of the Math, 
Engineering, and Science Achievement 
(MESA) program at San Diego City 
College. This is a California-based 
program supporting students from 
kindergarten through their Bachelors 
degree in STEM majors. Through MESA I 
have been able to work with students who 
might otherwise have made it through 
college in STEM majors. So my days now 
are filled with administrative details and 
with scholarship and internship 
applications, rather than teaching geology. 
But still I am, at base, a Dickinson 
geologist. 
 

Class of 1993 
 
James Opp 
The geology department was the reason I 
made it through Dickinson. The incredible 
faculty, staff and fellow students provided 
for the most incredible and memorable 
collegiate experience! Thank you all! I 
have been practicing geology in the 
environmental field since graduating in 
1993. 10 years as a consultant and 4 as a 
state regulator. 
 

Class of 1994  
 
Trent Harrison              
I still use the limestone I collected from the 
area, and the Trilobites I found every year 
in my science class. I love teaching Earth 
Science, and have used my experiences at 
Dickinson to enrich my classroom teaching 
style and content. I am Married to Cindy, 
and have two kids Tyler Knight(4) and 
Morgan Janel(2). She is the first Harrison 
Girl in over 108 years! Have 2 Border 
Collies (Monty and Tess) and spend my 
time Coaching Girls Soccer, Boys Track 
and Field and teaching my son about the 
rocks in our yard. We grow 'em here in 
Connecticut! Hope to see you in April 
Trent 
 
 
 
 



Ken Wolfe   
Started my own motorcycle shop, 
specializing in Indian motorcycles. 
 

Class of 1995 
 

Ian McLeran 
I always thought of 
Geology as more of a 
hobby than a career path 
for me, or maybe it was 
that I never really 
expected to make a care

out of Geology. Whichever the case may 
be, I've been right so far. I've been workin
with my other passion, bicycles, si
graduation in 1995. However, I still love to 
look at rocks, particularly sedimentary 
ones (I always was more of a soft rocker - 
you should see my Air Supply collection), 
and it's entirely possible that I'll turn to my 
Geology background to keep me occupied 
later in life. 
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urrent career as a librarian too, so much of  

hat 
isit my family. Have fun and post 

ts of pictures! We wish we could be 
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d, Mineralogy and Petrology 
ramped my brain so severely that I fear I 

Susan 
Millspaugh 
McLeran 
Ian and I just had a 
baby in November, so 
these days I'm home 
with little Gus and not 
thinking about much i

the way of work, although I will probably 
go back to it in the fall. I've been enjoying 
working as a school librarian - it's a great 
way to be involved in education and play 
with "technology" at the same time. ...and 
of course the schedule is great. I briefly
taught Earth Science again a couple of 
years ago while I was working on my
masters degree (Ed. Technology and 
School Media Specialist certification) a
that was a lot of fun. Since I'm not working 
in the Geology field and haven't really, I'd 
have to say that my Geology major had a 
more indirect impact on my career. It 
definitely opened my eyes to the 
awesomeness of the Earth's physical 
processes, which in turn expanded my 
appreciation of the beauty of the Earth. On 
a more practical note, studying Geology at
Dickinson made me realize that I enjoy 
problem solving and that there was a very
logical part of my brain that I previously 
wasn't really paying much attention to. I'm 
sure this had some impact on my decision 
to leave teaching initially and go work
the software industry doing technical 
support and network administration. In my 
c
 

what I do involves those same problem 
solving skills that we used every day as 
Geology majors. Ian and I were hoping to 
be able to come to the 50th Celebration, 
but we are heading to the Netherlands t
week to v
lo
there. :) 
 

Jared 
Volp
The wide 
angle 
worldview of
geologic 

time that the study of Geology infused m
with has impacted my life in countless 
ways that I continued to build on in my 
focus on systems theory in grad school. 
Intro to Geology and the courses that 
followed expanded my horizons such that
my clients and work benefit daily. On the 
other han
c
may never recover. 
 

Class of 1996 
 

 

ollege. I 
Marcus in 1996 

nd said, "I want to do what they do." And 
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o the 
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eography of the Atlantic and GOM 
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ter. She 
n she does it 

ill be all over for us. I attached a picture. 

c

Jonathan 
Gourley 
I'm loving life in
Hartford, 
CT..teaching at 
Trinity C

looked at Noel, Jeff and 
a
I'm doing it now...living the dream!

 
Gregory 
Kozlowski 
I am currently 
working as an 
Environmental 
Scientist writing an
reviewing studies
NEPA documents 
pertaining t

impacts of mineral recovery and alternativ
energy/use in the Federal Outer 
Continental Shelf (OCS). I also have the 
opportunity to scuba dive with work and 
assist with studies such as the impacts of 
the rigs to reefs program. Geology has 
played a major role in where I am today 
and what I am doing. I have written and 
reviewed major environmental docum
for the MMS pertaining to the geology and
g
regions. My geology background allows  
 

me to better understand the resources an
industry I am regulating. I have also 
received my Masters from Tulane 
University in Earth and Environmental 
Science. My wife, Eirinn, and I have a 7 
month old daughter, Emma, who keeps us 
very busy. We call her the time was
is almost crawling and whe
w
Please keep in touc
greg_kozlowski@

h. My e-mail is 
ox.net 

Melissa Russo 
In May we bought a
1880's cabin here in th
foothills of the R
Mountains west of 
Boulder, Colorado. It 
was the miner's 
boarding house back

the day. We have been "green" remodel
like crazy. Did Tulum, Mexico, Seattle &
Steamboat Springs in 2007. I dance as
much as possible. If 

 

n 
e 

ocky 

 in 
ing 

 
 

it's been awhile, I 
ould love to reconnect! Pic: Outside of 

, Beth, 
w
Seattle, July '06 w/ '96 Kristen
Gretchen & Kristin 
 

Class of 1997 
 
Stefanie Comastro Rosti 
I currently teach third, fourth and fifth 
grade science at The Boys' Latin School 
Maryland. I also support the teachers w
teach science in the primary grades and 
coordinate the curriculum in the Lower 
School. My geology major is a part of
everything I've done since college. I was a
SCA volunteer in Glacier National Park the 
summer of 1997, worked in outdoor 
environmental education in Michigan for 
three years, wrote science curriculum at the 
Maryland Science Center for two years 
have been a teacher at Boys' Latin for six 
years now. My favorite subject to teach the 
boys is earth science because I had so 
many memorable experiences with hands
on learning at Dickinson. I can share thos
experiences with my students and show 
them how useful science is in real life! I 
learned best by doing during field work, 
field trips, sample preparations, runnin
tests and analyzin

of 
ho 

 
n 

and 

-
e 

g 
g data. That educational 

ackground has influenced my teaching. 
oing" science is a process and so is 

arning science. 

b
"D
le
 

 
 
 



Class of 1998 
    
Jessica Ustick Cannon  
 Hi everyone! I finished my Masters in 
1999 at the University of Edinburgh, 
studying the Beatrice Fault in the North
Sea of Scotland. After coming back to 
Massachusetts in 2000, I was a geologist at 
an environmental consulting firm, but 
didn't really enjoy it. Since then, I haven't
been up to much in the geology scene, 
I've got some fantastic limestone in the 
lobby of the building where I work. I've 
been part of the web group for a large 
investment firm in Boston for the past fe
years. My husband Chris and I got over t
Germany a couple of years ago and had 
lots of fun playing with the Solnhofen 
Limestone (aka the Archaeopteryx type 
location) and the German, Austrian, a
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skin-Sitch 
mily checks in from the UK. She is 

e wishes 
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yself (even if I broke the XRD and had to 
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d say, 
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ue that the important thing in life is 

g how to 
 a Red 

evil geologist laid that foundation for m

S
girl (Veronica), and are currently exp
our second at the beginning of July. 
 
Sarah Jablonski Kelsey 
After over 5 years working at the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Woods Hole, I 
decided that it was time for a change
transitioned from sediment analysis to 
CAD/GIS and I love it! While at the 
U.S.G.S. I took advantage of many 
educational opportunities in the field of 
GIS mapping which gave me the training 
and peaked my interest to move towar
GIS career. After additional training in 
both CAD and surveying, I was able to get 
a new job and really enjoy what I am 
doing. Currently, I am working with
DPW in several towns where we have been 
mapping stormwater drainage as well as 
pavement conditions. The Geology 
Department initially sparked my interes
maps and I am grateful for everyone I me
and everything I learne
g
every chance I get whethe
work, or on vacation! 

r I'm home, at 

 
Tara Jones 
Roth 
I'm sorry I won't 
be able to m
it back for th
reunion! I'm no

allowed to fly in my last 2 months of 
pregnancy, which means April is out
Hopefully Jeff will be able to attend a
c
feel like I'm really there. I think the 
Dickinson Geology Department has 
 

completely ruined me. Since leaving in
1998, I have not been able to find a 
happier, more dynamic, exciting, 
intellectually stimulating work 
environment or department. I've tried 
working for 5 different companie
an MS at the ASU Dept of Geological 
Sciences and working on multiple projects 
as an independent contractor doing miner
exploration. Everything pales in 
comparison. I fear I'll never be satisfied 
again. In the mean time, Jeff and I are 
trying to pick up the pieces of our Liv
After Dickinson by living in Arizona and 
thoroughly enjoying t
A
We're expecting our first kid in
summer and I've already purchased Ba
First Rock Hammer. 
 
Emily Ga
E
currently a stay at hom
she could attend the 50
celebration. 

e mom.  Sh
th Anniversary 

 
Susan 
Herrgesell 
Zimmerman 
I finished up m
Ph.D. at Lamont-
Doherty (Columbia 

U.) in 2006, and am now a post-doc at 
CAMS, which is best known to earth 
scientists as the radiocarbon-dating gr
at Lawrence Livermore National Lab. M
major research is in reconstructing 
terrestrial climate changes through the
ice age using the sedimentology and 
geochemistry of lake sediments, whi
means I get to run around at Mono Lake 
(CA) every couple of summers. One 
important thing I found at Dickinso
my husband, Jack (’97), and he has 
willingly followed me to California, w
we added Rose to our family in Februa
2007. Big sister Grace is 4.5, and 
wonderful, though it’s a little shocking that 
I’ll have a kindergartener in the fall! 
Professionally, obviously, Dickinso
Geology has had a major impact on my 
career - I went to Dickinson thinking I
going to be a diplomat! The biggest 
impacts of my Dickinson Geology 
experience, though are personal: watching
Marcus and Jeff and Gene raise their 
families; learning things by doing them 
m
call Jeff at home at night); cultivating th
curiosity that makes one stop an
hmmm; emphasizing the importance of  
 

thoughtful communication of ideas, 
thoughts, and data; and being a 
collaborator, with ideas and perspectives 
that add to the whole 
tr
constantly learning and knowin
learn, and the great fun I had as
D y 
science and my life. 
 

Class of 1999  
Fred Knight 
I am using my 
geology degree 
helping map the
nation's 
floodplains for 
FEMA and the 
National Flood 
Insurance 

Program. In 2000, after a brief stint as a 
hydrogeologist for an environmental 
consulting firm, I signed on with Dew
in Fairfax, VA. I started out using the floo
maps that were produced for FEMA for 
areas in the southeast US to determine of 
people's properties were in the 1% an
chance flood plain to now doing the coastal 
modeling and map production for the 
coastal floodplains in the US and its 
territories. My career has taken me from 
Puerto Rico and USVI to Long Island, N
to the gulf coast of Mississippi after 
Hurricane Katrina dealing with the coastal 
flood hazards. Attached is a photo of m
Puerto Rico in April of 2005 as part of a 
new coastal storm surge and wave height 
analysis for the entire island. I w
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dissipate wave action. The
collected is then used in th
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Catherine 
Jamet 
Powers 
I am finishin
up my degree 
Geology at t

University of Southern
c
th
g
Glendale Community College (wh
right up the road from USC) an
absolutely loving it!! 
 
 



 
Maria Ejzak Zarod  
The past few years I've been stuck teaching 
at the middle school level, but making 
every effort to move to elementary. The 
experiences I had both inside and o

e Dickinson Geology classroom
utside 

 have 
 breadth of 
at give me a 
rld in general. 

an't make the anniversary party because 
my husband and I are eagerly awaiting the 
imminent birth of our first child! 
 

Class of 2000

th
provided me with a depth and
knowledge and experiences th

reater perspective on the wog
C

 
 

 
 
Christopher Junium 
I am nearing the completion of my PhD in 
geology at Penn State. Geology is now my 
career...so majoring in geology at 
Dickinson had everything to do with 
setting me in the right direction. 
 
Melissa Shannon Pitchford 
I've been working for URS since 2001 and 
have had a healthy balance of fieldwork 
and office work. Geology is a big part of 

s to 
ogging soil 

major 
sk her 
e ay 

what I do - from cross-section
groundwater contour maps to l
nd rock cores - my Geology a

prepared me for these ta
challenges that I encount
basis! 
 

Class of 200

s and many ot
r on a day-to-d
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Jeremy 
Coerper 
Well, my 
Geology major 
has definitely 
led me on som

adventures. After graduating in 2001, I 
worked as a field geologist for a small 
N.H. outfit, HydroSource Associates, 
doing groundwater exploration work in 
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 green) 
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 of Earth and Space Exploration,  

is in 2006. 
logy 

ajor has had a pretty substantial effect on 
e expecting our 

Trinidad and Antigua. It was really fun and 
rewarding work and real “hard” geology 
and hydro; logging bedrock bore-holes
installing and testing massive municipal 
wells, and performing geophysical surveys
I learned a lot but was pretty burned out 
after almost a year and a half of 12 hour  

shifts, often day and night, and 6 or 7 d
a week. So I decided to explore a new life
on the West Coast in San Francisco. I
moved out without a job but soon fou
myself working for a large environmental 
consulting firm, ENSR Corporation, doing 
pretty run-of-the-mill soil and groundwater
testing and remediation work. Lots of 
report writing and little field-work grew 
tiresome after a while, and I also got 
frustrated essentially working for oil 
companies (our clients). Simultaneously, I 
was becoming more and more interes
the field of Green Building, and in th
of 2006, I quit my job, backpacked throug
Europe for a few months, then landed a 
construction job with a sustainable building 
contractor in the D.C. area, building a 
school out of straw bales – very cool stuff! 
That lasted into the summer when I 
accepted a position with Habitat for 
Humanity back in Oakland, CA, wher
have been since August doing (quite
construction work for low-income families
It’s a bit of a leap from Geology, but I love 
it and am feeling pretty confident that t
is the field for me. So although I’m not 
looking at rocks any more, I guess in a 
round about way, I did get 
g
analytical and syste
and solving problems which I honed in the 
Geo department and at Dickinson as a 
whole continue to help me succeed in my 
endeavors. If anyone is in the Bay Area, 
definitely drop me a line! 
 
Joel Knauff 
I've been working at ECS Mid-Atlantic a
an Environmental Project Scientist
left the Geology Technician position at 
Dickinson in August 2006. Our depart
is small, but busy and I'm thriving in this 
environment. My job includes involvem
in Phase I and II site assessments, wetlan
delineation, excavation monitoring, a
industrial hygiene (asbestos, lead, 
HazMats, etc.) work. I still find time to 
nurture my geology-related interests 
through various weekend rock-hunting 
expeditions and longer vacations. Last 
year's big trip was to
Mountains National Park (with gem 
hunting near Franklin, NC), Natural Bridg
State Park (KY), Carter Caves State Park 
KY), and Dolly Sods US Wilderness are(

(WV). This year's planned trip is to the 
Grand Canyon. It should be a lot of fun. 
Jeffrey Roth 
I'm currently working on my Ph.D. in 
Geophysics at Arizona State University's
School
 

after defending my M.S. Thes
So, I think it's safe to say that my Geo
m
my career... Tara and I ar
first child (a girl) in May! We miss you 
guys! 
 

Class of 2002 
 
Katie Tamuloni 
I am currently a PhD candidate at Cornell 

an 
geologic 

O2 sequestration. Before I came to 
n
n l 
h

University, working with Dr. Teresa Jord
on hydrology, landslides, and 
C

dwater 
vironmenta
kill, NY. 

Cornell, I worked for Grou
Sciences Corporation, an e
consulting company, in Fis
 

Class of 2003 
Mike 
Sasso 
After leaving 
the Geology 
department I 
began 
teaching 

science to 5th and 6th graders in 
Alexandria, VA. Although geology ma
not always be the most exciting dinner 
conversation among adults, kids love rocks 
so this has worked out very well for me. I 
also have to thank a certain member of th
Geology Department who helped to lower 
my maturity level while I was at 
Dickinson, his insight has aided greatly in 
my ability to relate to twelve year olds. I 
am still brewing my own beer (roo

 

y 

e 

t beer 
ith my students) and because of the 

xactly which 
 water 

ardness. Most of all I had a lot of fun with 
 e s 
e
m g to 

w
Geology Department I know e
aquifer to tap for just the right
h

xperience
arning and the 
 always workin

the Geology crew. my
furthered my love for l
environment which I a
instill in my students. 
 

Class of 2005 
 

Peter 
Enderlin 
I have been 
working at Langan 
for about a year 

and a half as a Staff Geologist. My grou
conducts remediation on various 
contaminated sites in New Jersey for 
groundwater and soil pollution. Working  
 

p 



with dirt and water isn’t what I imagined I 
would be doing with a Geology major, b
the job lets me get out of the office and 
into the field where I can get my hands 
dirty! Of all my courses taken at 
Dickinson, I believe my senior research a
the Dickinson well field as well as the GIS
course (offered through the Envi-Sci dep

ut 

t 
 

t.) 
elped me obtain my current position and 

  daily. I 
o
w e 
 o
t
g
 
e

 

any called 
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 I 

 

nged 

nments based on 
mited data to predict the extent of oil and 

iscoveries. 
l disciplines 

f Geology that require an understanding 
of structural geology, sequence 
stratigraphy, geophysics, and in some of 
our newer ideas geochemistry. My 
background at Dickinson College prepared 
me for these challenges
 

6

h
are two skill
am hoping t
background 
Fall of 2008
Geology. Un
I am travelin
February for
excursion. S
 

sets I now draw upon
 use more of my geologic 
hen I go to grad school in th
r 2009 for a Master's in 
il then I am just enjoying life: 
 to Argentina at the end of 

a two-week fishing/camping 
e you all when I get back! 

Tim Samson 
I have been working for an
independent oil and gas 
exploration comp
EOG Resources for one yea
as a prospecting geologist. I 
accepted this job after
finished my class work at 
Oklahoma State University 

last January and EOG allowed me to work
part time on my Masters thesis, which I 
completed in May of 2007. My job entails 
proposing drilling locations in 
southwestern Kansas and the Oklahoma 
Panhandle. This job has really challe
my knowledge of geology in terms 
reconstructing paleoenviro
li
gas trends and possible new d
On a daily basis we use severa
o

. 

Class of 200  
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hough I don't know if I should be 
love geology 
 backpacking 

ips in the local mountains, visits to Santa 
op of volcanic 
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Camille Carter 
I am currently working for an 
environmental consulting company in 
Southern California. I never could have 
predicted that I would be where I am now! 
After accepting the job I learned how in-
demand geology graduates are, and how  
 
 

useful a well-rounded geology educ
is. I've used EVERYTHING I learned at 
Dickinson (but especially the geology!)! 
I've often thought back and thanked Key 
for sedimentology as I logged soil, prou
remembered geochemical cycles learned 
from O'Shea, and identified minerals with 
gusto with Edwards in mind. I plan on 
becoming a GIT and eventually a PG, and
have Dickinson Geology to thank for it all!
T
thanking you for how much I 
in my non-working life! From
tr
Cruz Island, hiking the t
flows in Oregon, and, a week from today, 
seeing Ecuador and Peru, I am a geo nerd 
through it all. (Yes, of course I thank you
there is no better lens to see these places 
through than geology!) Happy New Year! 
 

Class of 2007 
 
Michael Burns 
I'm currently a graduate student under Dr. 
Philip Currie in the Department of 
Biological Sciences at the University of 
Alberta. I am working on an M.Sc. 
studying pathologies in armored dinosaurs 
as well as extant and extinct croco
and turtle arm

dilian 
or. Taking geology as a 

ajor allowed me to have a much stronger 
je ny of 
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m
 t
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n 
ear at 
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asalts from Egypt's Western Desert that 
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 my 
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 one of the professors. 
any of my classmates had never used 

how fortunate I 

 

not prove 

tudent 
on the 

 Refuge in 
entral New Mexico. After completing the 
ternship in December 2007, I started a 

t 

ce in Phoenix, AZ. I 
 planning on beginning graduate school 

 igneous petrology. In the future, I 
 like to stay in academia and 

entually end up teaching at an 
undergraduate institution. 
 
 
Please note that this newsletter is also 
available online through the Dickinson 
website.  Just go to:  
 
http://alpha.dickinson.edu/departments/

m
understanding of the sub
my fellow students in bi
most of their experience 
background has allowed 
attributes of my research
have otherwise been able
purely biological backgr

ct than ma
ogy who have
n that field. M

e to consider 
hat I may not 
o study with a 

und, such as, for 
example, palaeoenvironment and 
stratigraphy. 

 
Chira 
Endress 
I am currently i
my first y
Penn State 
working on m

MS in geoscience. I am beginning my 
research, which is a petrological and 
geochemical study of Oligo-Miocene ag
b
represent the youngest lavas erupted prio
to the inception of extension in the R
Sea. The Red Sea is the world's youngest 
ocean basin, and I am interested i
understanding the relationship of these 
lavas to the rifting in that region. I just 
completed my field work in Egypt, and ha
an amazing time there. I have wanted to 
to Egypt since I was a kid, so it was a  
 

dream come true! One of the highlights 
was avoiding gun-welding, hashish 
smuggling bedouins in an effort to collect
samples. I have also realized the 
tremendous value of my Geology degree 
and experiences in the department. In
geochem class this Fall at Penn State
needed to run samples on the XRD and 
SEM for one of our projects. However, we
only got to prepare the samples, and they 
were later run by
M
such equipment. I realized 
was to be able to use this equipment at 
Dickinson by myself (even when it didn't 
always work!), and it made me appreciate 
the many opportunites for hands-on 
learning that I had in the Dickinson 
Geology Department. The encouragement 
I've received from my professors through 
the years has also had a big impact on my 
life and studies! 
 
Alexander Lloyd 
After graduation in May 2007, I worked at 
an old high school job as a grave digger at
Gethsemane Cemetery in Laureldale, PA. 
Knowledge of rocks and soils did 
to make the job any easier. Upon accepting 
an internship in October 2007 (at that point 
I would have done just about anything), I 
began work as a Botany Intern for the 
Native Plant Corps division of the S
Conservation Association (SCA) 
Sevilleta National Wildlife
c
in
six month SCA conservation internship a
the Bureau of Land Management 
Hassayampa Field Offi
am
in Fall 2008 where I intend to complete a 
PhD in

ouldw
ev

geol/  
 


