
What is the SEVIS fee and how is it paid? 
 
As of September 1, 2004, the United States Department of Homeland Security requires 
that all nonimmigrant exchange visitors applying for F, M, or J visas pay a fee to cover 
the costs of the Student and Exchange Visitor Program.  This fee is used by the US 
government to maintain the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS), 
support compliance activities, and provide information and assistance to students and 
schools.   
 
The SEVIS system is an electronically-based system which monitors students and 
exchange visitors who enter the US.  This systems generates the Forms I-20 or DS-2019 
which are sent to you before you apply for your visa at the US Embassy or Consulate in 
your home country.  It also provides the means by which Dickinson College 
communicates your status with the US Department of Homeland Security. 
 

Who pays the fee? 
For F-1 students and J-1 exchange visitors, the SEVIS fee is $100.  Spouses and 
dependent children of students and/or exchange visitors (F-2 and J-2) are not required to 
pay this fee.  Applicants for a nonimmigrant student or exchange visitor visa are required 
to pay the SEVIS fee before going to the US Embassy or Consulate for their visa 
interviews.  Applicants who are citizens of Canada, Bermuda, and the Bahamas wishing 
to apply for F-1 or J-1 status must pay the SEVIS fee before appearing at the US port of 
entry.  Nonimmigrants who are currently in the US and need to apply for a change of 
status or reinstatement to F-1 or J-1 status are also required to pay this fee prior to filing 
their application. 
 

How is the fee paid? 
Dickinson College will pay the fee for the students and exchange visitors that it 

sponsors at the time the initial I-20 or DS-2019 is generated. 
 

When must the fee be paid? 
The fee must be paid early enough to ensure that the payment can be deposited and 

recorded in SEVIS prior to the scheduled visa interview.  The interviewing consular 
officer will confirm that the fee has been paid by accessing the SEVIS system.  
Dickinson College will pay the fee at the time that Form I-20 or DS-2019 is 
generated.  The internet-generated receipt will be sent to you with your Form I-20 
or Form DS-2019. 

 
How will the payment be verified? 

The payment will be recorded in the SEVIS system.  It is also recommended that the 
paper receipt (I-797) or the internet-generated receipt be brought to the visa interview.  
Dickinson College will send this receipt to you when your I-20 or Form DS-2019 is sent. 
 

More information on the SEVIS fee may be found at: 
http://www.ice.gov/graphics/news/factsheets/SEVISFactSheet.htm 

 


