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Paris-Bouvret, Emmanuel and Ana Pérez-Gironés.
En una palabra: Sevilla, España. A CD-ROM for
Exploring Culture in Spanish.
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 2006. ISBN: 978-1-
58901-136-8.  

En una palabra is a supplementary teaching tool to accompany any interme-
diate to advanced course text. The program emphasizes the cultural subtleties dis-
covered through language and points out the variety of speech patterns within
one community in Spain.  The program components include the following: video
clips with transcripts, cultural information on Sevilla, a glossary, and a special sec-
tion on distinct variations in pronunciation in the region. An Instructor’s Manual
with complementary lesson plans and teaching strategies is also available online.
Institutions that purchase the CD for a language lab receive rights to post an elec-
tronic copy of the CD-ROM on a password protected site for students and faculty.  

The video clips feature fifteen individuals from Sevilla who express their
views on a variety of topics using natural speech without a script. The video clips
last less than a minute and are all transcribed. All material is in Spanish; nothing
is translated. The listener may access the transcript or not during the listening
exercise. Participants in the project come from a variety of backgrounds and are
of different ages to provide a wide perspective on how individuals interpret the
abstract concepts discussed, which are listed below:

Friends

Family

Work

Country

Freedom

Success

Pride

Individualism

Ambition

Happiness

These topics were chosen not only to assist students in acquiring vocabulary
for complex expression, but also to provide insight into another culture and the
issues that its population considers significant and important.

In addition to the video clips to practice listening comprehension, there is a
file with several subsections that provide an overview of Sevilla. The file contains
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photos and text briefly describing the region of Andalucía, Sevilla, and important
places to visit. In the subsection that focuses on the variety of accents spoken in
Sevilla, there are examples of the different speech patterns found in Andalucía,
including “seseo,” “ceceo.” For each, there is a short, sample recording with a pho-
netic transcript of the phrase spoken. 

This program is aimed primarily at intermediate to advanced speakers, but can
be used by beginners as well. In the online lesson plans, there are various exam-
ples for all levels of instruction, offering ideas on pre-listening exercises, tasks,
group work, and classroom discussion.   

In summary, En una palabra is an easy-to-use resource of short cultural and
linguistic vignettes helpful to instructors for group listening exercises and subse-
quent discussion in class. The CD is also a useful tool for individual learners to
practice on their own and prepare for study abroad in Andalucía.   

Mary E. Risner, Ph.D.
Assistant Director, Latin American Business Program
University of Florida
Gainesville, FL

Prior, Richard E. Latin Verb Tenses.
New York: McGraw-Hill, 2006. ISBN: 13-978-0-07-146292.
Including the answer key at the back, this text consists of 208
pages, divided into 20 units (what we would normally call chap-
ters), Latin-English and English-Latin glossaries, and an answer
key. Second-year Latin students will find the answer key espe-
cially helpful. 

The author says he wanted to design a textbook “that would be most useful to
the most people studying this ancient language.” To call this a “textbook” may
seem surprising to those of us brought up on Wheelock. Latin students at St.
Norbert College shared some cursory comments: “Clear information on forming
verbs; answer key is nice for those not in a class setting; appears to provide infor-
mation clearly; this book would be somewhat useful to those struggling with
verbs.” The format of this book is that of a workbook, and workbooks mostly
accompany and supplement textbooks. However, the concise grammatical expla-
nations at the beginning of each unit do cut to the heart of the matter in a way
that few texts do. Therefore, if the explanations are sufficiently illuminating as
well as concise, maybe the author can boast of creating something really new: a
textbook disguised as a workbook. On the other hand, this is a textbook/work-
book of limited scope. The emphasis is on verb conjugation; the assumption is
that if one can master the verb system, one can learn the language. Latin Verb
Tenses is highlighted on the book’s cover, so it is obvious that verbs are key in
this author’s mind.

First impressions are that this text is to the point and coherent. Since it mainly
provides practice (writing assignments), it makes sense to dispense the grammatical




