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Rosenkrant, Sandra Freels. 
Russian in Use. An Interactive Approach to
Advanced Communicative Competence.
New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2007. ISBN: 0-300-
10943-1. Includes text and DVD.  Instructor’s Manual available at
www.yalebooks.com/russianinuse. $50.00.

Russian in Use is intended for the advanced learner, or as a transition text
from the intermediate to the advanced level. It addresses English-speaking, moti-
vated students who can work independently. It consists of six chapters, one intro-
ductory and five context-based. Each addresses an important topic in
contemporary society: geography, politics, education, ecology, and Russian views
of American society. The units are fairly long and follow the same pattern:
Vocabulary, Lexical Studies, Readings, Listening, Composition, Research
Assignments, and Review.

Each vocabulary section contains approximately two hundred words with
English equivalents. Some are obviously review words, or ones not in the stu-
dent’s active vocabulary. This section is accented, whereas the rest of the text is
not. There are notes on words potentially confusing to the English-speaking stu-
dent. The vocabulary is arranged in categories, which are not identified. The prin-
cipal parts of verbs are included, along with distinguishing marks of nouns and
adjectives. The vocabulary provides an introduction to themes and readings.
However, since the words are not in alphabetical order, they are almost impossi-
ble to locate. The purpose of the list is not clear, although the author indicates in
the Instructor’s Manual that students learn them at the beginning of each unit.

The section on lexical studies, which includes Grammar and Stylistics, is quite
lengthy. It reviews basic points and builds on them. The explanations, all in
English, are clear and concise, and are illustrated by examples of simple Russian
sentences translated into English. The author indicates that she herself chose
them from contemporary Russian popular literature. The text places special
emphasis on the verbal aspects and on the verbs of motion, normally a challenge
to even the most advanced students. Lexical items often follow the theme of the
chapter, such as the use of prepositions and cases with place names in the unit
on geography. There are exercises after each major part of the grammar presenta-
tion, with occasional cumulative exercises, especially good for the verbs of
motion. Many exercises require simple one-word answers, often a translation, but
consist of unrelated sentences. Others are open-ended and invite creativity. Some
take authentic texts and omit specific words related to the lexical explanations.
Students can find the complete text in the appendix, and check their own work.
There are multiple exercises, so that the instructor can choose or the student can
reinforce work done in class.
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The section on Readings uses contemporary authentic materials, primarily fac-
tual, related to the theme. They range from two to ten pages, with four texts in
each chapter. The chapter on ecology presents disasters that have occurred in
Russia as a result of environmental neglect. The chapter on geography addresses,
among other subjects, the decline of the Russian population. The final chapter,

contains a few humorous anecdotes about
Russians’ visits to America, among them, how Americans are always smiling at oth-
ers! There is little formal pre-reading other than a brief introduction to the text.
The post-reading contains questions about the texts and an exercise based on the
reading and listening. On the whole, the readings are interesting and provide
authentic cultural background on contemporary Russia.

The listening exercises on the DVD range from lectures given by an individual
to conversations and debates. There are no visual aids except for the speaker and
a map in the geography unit. However, most presenters speak clearly and dis-
tinctly. The chapter on ecology features a debate (audio only) that originally aired
on Radio Mayak in 2002 on the ecosystem. The final chapter presents several
young Russians who give their opinions about Americans. All had been in the
United States or had met Americans. Their speech is rapid and colloquial. Each
chapter ends with a cloze passage based on the listening. Because the DVD
accompanies the book, students can listen to the recordings several times.

The or written exercises, is probably the most creative element.
It features real-life scenarios, which students prepare at home, then discuss in
groups, and finally present in class after completing their paper assignment. They
include a promotional brochure about the student’s home state for distribution
in Russia, or a comparison of the Russian and American system of education for
newly arrived Russian immigrants. The assignments come toward the end of the
chapter, an excellent way for students to integrate their knowledge.

The book contains several other features. It directs students to materials from
the Web, libraries, and newspapers, as well as to other resources. Also, it gives
options for projects to do in and outside the classroom. One directs students to
skim Russian newspapers to find articles pertinent to the topic of the unit.
Another gives five sets of directions in Russian, such as how to make tea, or cro-
chet. Students then demonstrate one to the class. Finally, there are brief grammat-
ical tables, and Russian-English and English-Russian glossaries.

The Instructor’s Manual (61 pages) accompanying the text is available on the
Yale University Website. It includes the answers to all the exercises, the text of the
listening passages, and pertinent comments by the author, in which she explains
how she uses the text. She notes, for example, that she seldom does many gram-
mar exercises in class, instead spending most of her class time on various commu-
nicative activities. She also provides the source of some materials. The manual is
available on the Web; thus it is easy to make changes and suggest other reading
and listening exercises, since contemporary articles become obsolete quickly.  

The goal of the text is communication. Although the format does not follow a
communicative approach (since it begins with memorization of vocabulary and
lengthy grammar exercises), it does emphasize the use of the language in real-life
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situations. The National Standards are evident throughout. The text stresses con-
temporary culture, often comparing Russian and American lifestyles. It also notes
differences and similarities between Russian and English usage. By creating links
between the Russian language and science, education, and politics, it addresses
connections. Finally, it brings Russian into the community and the Russian com-
munity into the classroom through such features as the DVD, an ecological readi-
ness survey in Russian, and a survey of Russian friends on current topics. Russian
in Use should be a great asset in the advanced Russian classroom.

Mary Helen Kashuba
Professor of French and Russian
Chestnut Hill College
Philadelphia, PA

Salaberry, Rafael, and Barbara A. Lafford, eds.
The Art of Teaching Spanish: Second Language
Acquisition from Research to Praxis. 
Washington, D.C.: Georgetown UP, 2006. Pp. 244. ISBN: 978-1-
58901-133-5.

This text examines the relationship between the teaching of Spanish and cur-
rent research on second language acquisition and is intended for foreign lan-
guage teachers and applied linguists interested in using the findings from the
research to enhance foreign language instruction.

The text consists of a preface and 11 chapters. The first chapter introduces the
issues examined in the text. In Chapter 2, Klee and Barnes-Karol review Foreign
Languages Across the Curriculum (FLAC) programs. The authors explain how
FLAC courses provide students with opportunities to use their developing lan-
guage skills to explore academic subjects in the target language. The authors out-
line three models for FLAC, and then discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
each one, as well as the challenges that FLAC programs face.

Collentine examines three areas of research and their impact on classroom
practice and curriculum design in chapter 3. The three areas of research are: (1)
constructivism, (2) psycholinguistics and cognition, and (3) sociocultural cogni-
tion. The author states that the constructivist movement in second language edu-
cation represented a significant shift from teacher- to student-centered practices.
Collentine then describes how cognitive perspectives further shaped second lan-
guage instruction. He discusses how researchers (Schmidt and Terrell) began to
recognize that comprehensible input was not sufficient for the acquisition of cer-
tain linguistic structures. Subsequent research examined the use of Focus on
Form to foster morphosyntactic and grammatical development. Collentine con-
cludes the chapter with a discussion of the role of sociocultural cognition in sec-
ond language instruction. The author emphasizes the importance of group work
and private speech in promoting language development.




