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edition.  Of course, we also appreciate the reviewers’ suggestions for further
improving Vistazos in the next edition, for it is only through this sort of feedback
that we are able to respond to changes in the profession and in the market.  

McGraw-Hill World Languages is committed to publishing high quality foreign
language textbooks and multimedia products, and we are proud to include
Vistazos and its rich package of ancillary materials among our many titles. We
again thank Lauren Hartmann and Bethany Pulaski for sharing their review of
Vistazos with the readership of The NECTFL Review.

William R. Glass, Ph.D.
McGraw-Hill

Zollo, Mike and Alan Wesson. 
Interactive Italian Grammar.
New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005. ISBN: 0-07-146092-6. 

This slightly larger than pocket-size reference book represents an invaluable
resource for anyone wanting a solid foundation in the Italian language. Simple
patterns replace lengthy grammatical explanations, allowing learners to move at
their own pace.  

Although the book does not have a specific target audience, it is a useful
resource at any level; it would be as valuable to students needing to review gram-
mar as it would to travelers wanting to quickly learn the basics. 

The book has seven concise chapters: Verbs; Nouns and Determiners; Pronouns;
Adjectives; Adverbs; Prepositions; and Conjunctions and Other Useful Words.
Sections are organized according to an intuitive progression, and easy cross-refer-
ence is provided throughout. The use of cognates allows learners to expand their
vocabulary effortlessly. Shortcuts are indicated by the icon �� to allow the
learner to focus on the precise concept that needs to be learned or reviewed. In
each section, there are tables that show English words and their Italian equivalents,
allowing for an immediate understanding of the concept and a thorough review.
Highlighted boxes with light bulbs contain information blurbs or practice tips
directly related to the material previously presented. Attention is also given to the
spoken language, specifically to intonation and accents. The complexity of the verb
tenses in Italian is easily managed in the same way using tables of comparison.

Many useful examples are given pertaining to practical situations, thereby
allowing readers to immerse themselves in Italian culture. The written exercises
include fill-in-the blank, matching, and sentence completion. “Fast track” is the
short summary presented at the end of each chapter, providing a review of the
concepts learned in the current chapter.

An interactive CD-ROM accompanies the text, containing exercises taken from
the text recorded by native speakers. For additional clarification, English transla-
tions are just a click away, providing immediate feedback.
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Interactive Italian Grammar is a valuable resource for anyone wanting an
accessible resource on the mechanics of the Italian language. Overall, we would
rate this text very high for its versatility, compactness, and succinctness.

Lisa M. Carlucci, M.S., M.Ed. 
World Language Teacher — Italian
Robbinsville High School
Washington Township Public Schools 
Robbinsville, NJ  08691

Franco Paoletti, Ph.D.
East Windsor Regional School District
Hightstown, NJ  08520

Publisher’s Response

McGraw-Hill thanks Dr. Carlucci and Professor Paoletti for their review of
Interactive Italian Grammar Made Easy. Their appreciation of simple patterns,
the inclusion of short cuts, the focus on spoken language, and inclusion of audio
for native-speaker level pronunciation, as well as the the abundance of culture-
rich example sentences, is most gratifying. As the reviewers point out, the bene-
fit of immediate feedback on the CD-ROM makes this title particularly helpful for
independent study. In addition, I am delighted to hear that the reviewer’s class
copies have received such thorough use.

Christopher Brown
Publisher, Language & Reference
McGraw-Hill Professional

Zollo, Mike and Alan Wesson. 
Interactive Spanish Grammar Made Easy.
Workbook with PC compatible CD-ROM. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005. Pp. 199. ISBN:  0-07-146095-0. Price:
$19.95 U.S., $29.95 CAN. For further information see www.books.
mcgraw-hill.com

As a lover of languages from an early age, my high school guidance counselor
pointed me in the direction of Middlebury College. My desire to become fluent in
more than one foreign language was further nurtured by two summer school ses-
sions at Middlebury, one with the École Française and the second with the Escuela
Española. It was during my second summer, as a beginning Spanish student, that I
learned from el Señor “A” that the most important grammatical structure for learn-
ing any language is the verb. He justified his position by pointing out, for example,
that adjectives come from the past participles of verbs and that adverbs mainly
come from adjectives. Essentially, he maintained that the verb is the main building
block of a sentence around which the remaining grammatical structures are
placed and/or formed. Thus, when asked to review Interactive Spanish Grammar




