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Schlichting-Artur points out, these books were initially designed for students
preparing for the AS and A2 exams in the United Kingdom. However, the UK cur-
riculum is by no means unique in placing authentic texts from the foreign lan-
guage press and radio at the centre of teaching, requiring students to
demonstrate in their final exams that they can understand and respond confi-
dently and meaningfully to various authentic input materials.

Students preparing to meet the challenges of authentic print and audio texts
need constant exposure to a variety of writing styles, topics, and levels of diffi-
culty in print and to a mixture of accents and delivery speeds in the spoken lan-
guage. The AS/A2 Level Reading Comprehension Practice Tests contain 15
authentic articles from 9 different German and Swiss newspapers or magazines.
The AS/A2 Level Listening Comprehension Practice Tests contain authentic
radio items from four German radio stations alongside a number of interviews
with German native speakers from all walks of life. This rich collection of authen-
tic input materials makes the book a valuable tool for a wider student audience,
for example, for learners preparing for their AP or IB exams.

The AS/A2 Grammar Practice Book differs from the AS/A2 Reading and
Listening Comprehension Books in that it offers more scope for language teach-
ing as well as testing. In the first section of each of the 12 units, students are
asked to infer grammar rules from guided observation of authentic language and
to review their grammatical knowledge before practicing the grammar points in
various tasks. 

As all books in this series are offered as reproducible copy masters, teachers
can photocopy the tests for their students as often as required; this license does
not extend to other schools, however. The AS/A2 Level Reading and Listening
Comprehension titles are published annually; in November 2008, the new edi-
tions will be available as downloadable PDFs and MP3s, in French, German,
Spanish and Italian.
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La Littérature Progressive du Français is a series of three books introducing
students to French and Francophone literature at the beginning, intermediate,
and advanced levels. The book reviewed here is intended for teenagers and adults
at the advanced level, i.e., students who have completed between 200 and 250
hours of classroom French. 
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La Littérature Progressive du Français is composed of 65 literary excerpts,
including all genres of literature (the novel, poetry, theatre, and the short story),
one full text (L’invitation, a short story written by Agota Kristof, published in
2005), and 600 student activities. The text is organized in chronological order and
spans every period from the Middle Ages through the twentieth century,
although most of the book is devoted to contemporary authors. 

Each chapter opens with a two-page introduction to the period to allow stu-
dents to get acquainted with the historical and cultural context of the text under
study, including the different literary genres and movements developed during
the period. Each sub-section includes a literary excerpt on the left page with a
short biography of the author. Definitions and explanations of difficult words and
expressions are provided in French in a section titled “Pour mieux comprendre.”
On the opposite page to the right, students will find guided activities that will
help them understand the meaning of the text. Activities are two-fold, focusing on
discovery and exploration. The first part, on discovery, consists mainly in helping
students acquire a general feel for the text. The part inviting students to explore
helps students gain a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the text. The
last short story also includes a section titled “Pour aller plus loin,” which can trig-
ger in-depth discussions. Suggested corrections are available in another volume
that can be purchased separately. Students will also find several indexes organ-
ized by genre, topic, and author, as well as a glossary of literary terms. 

In La Littérature Progressive du Français literary texts are used as pedagogi-
cal tools to help students master the language and become acquainted with
French and Francophone culture. The authors believe that literature should
engage students to express what they think and feel. To this purpose, they
designed La Littérature Progressive du Français to enhance students’ pleasure
in reading, discussing, comparing, contrasting, writing about, and exchanging
their ideas.

La Littérature Progressive du Français is quite flexible and teachers should
feel free to pick and choose texts, as well as the order in which they want to
introduce them. However, even though La Littérature Progressive du Français
offers a broad spectrum of French and Francophone literature, the length of the
texts for advanced students could be increased. Indeed, the two other volumes
for the beginning and intermediate levels offer texts of similar length. It would
be nice to see a progression not only within the book, but also within the differ-
ent books. Finally, since the authors decided not to include any vocabulary or
grammar exercises, teachers will have to design their own activities if they want
to work on grammar in context.
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