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All in all, Piazza Navona is a fun and refreshing basic Italian course, and it
could also be used in a class for foreign learners in Italy; such courses are organ-
ized by local Italian authorities to serve the growing foreign population and are
becoming ever more numerous. However, it would probably be of marginal use
in American colleges or even Board of Education approved courses where the
curricula are designed with very specific benchmarks.
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Today’s educational pendulum swing finds many schools faced with the chal-
lenge of teaching reading across the curriculum so that students are better pre-
pared to meet state requirements for the standardized tests that have followed in
the wake of No Child Left Behind legislation. What is increasingly recognized
today is that World Language classrooms are pioneers in the areas of differenti-
ated instruction and reading across the curriculum. As the ACTFL 5 “C’s” are
implemented in many curricula, it is important that new materials and texts pro-
vide all of the necessary tools to further develop and reinforce skills that have
already been conceptualized.  

Mitos del mundo azteca is a thematic unit that provides not only instruction,
but also detailed activities and step-by-step directions on how to effectively uti-
lize the material in a Spanish course, whether at the high school or elementary
level. Divided into three sections — Pre-Reading, Reading, and Post-Reading —
the materials allow teachers to engage students and thereby ensure understand-
ing and implementation of the 5 C’s.  

For many teachers, adding a thematic unit to the curriculum may not be feasi-
ble due to time constraints and pre-determined expectations; however, Mitos del
mundo azteca, while most effective if utilized in its entirety, can be presented to
students in a piecemeal format.  ith a linguistic level of novice-mid to intermedi-
ate-low, this thematic unit effectively makes use of authentic readings as a
medium through which to teach reading skills, comprehension, and written
expression. The opportunity to read stories of ancient cultures is unique and
interesting from a cultural vantage point. Students are more likely to make an
effort and remain engaged when they are able to relate to what they are learning
in class. The variety of activities provided will permit students to explore the
readings and their own culture in a variety of ways.

Another strength of Mitos del mundo azteca is the accompanying DVD,
which includes readings with visuals for the various stories, as well as a review
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of vocabulary for the story El sol y la luna. What I found most interesting about
the DVD was that a group of students was given vocabulary terms and asked to
mime their meaning. Demonstrating this ability in class not only will allow stu-
dents to feel comfortable with their peers, but will also provide them with a
visual image related to the words that are being said in Spanish.

Overall, this thematic unit will effectively teach students history, culture,
vocabulary, grammar, and much more, all through authentic stories in Spanish.
Moreover, everything is presented in a very user-friendly manner. Students and
teachers alike are sure to reap the benefits of using Mitos del mundo azteca in
the Spanish language classroom.
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Teachers of French will no doubt agree that pronouns and prepositions are
among the most difficult parts of speech to teach. There are a few recent books
that deal with these topics in detail, for example, French Prepositions: Forms and
Usage by T. M. Booth or Est-ce “à” ou “de”? by E. Lasserre. Most often, however, pro-
nouns and prepositions are simply included as individual chapters in French
grammar books.

The main difficulty in teaching French pronouns results from the fact that they
are inflected to indicate their function in the sentence (subject, direct object, and
so on), as well as to reflect the person, gender, and number of their referents.
While English draws some of these distinctions as well, French draws them in
many places where English does not; as a result, there are many more pronouns
in French than there are in English. As far as prepositions are concerned, relying
on their English counterparts is often deceptive. Even my advanced students
often forget the difference between à, sur, and pendant and produce sentences
in which they describe the programs they like to watch “sur la télé sur les week-
ends.” Many French textbooks include extensive theoretical explanations and
few practice exercises or, on the other hand, numerous exercises, but few expla-
nations. This new book combines both, in a balanced manner, and contains more
than a hundred different exercises.

Published in the best-selling Practice Makes Perfect series, this volume exam-
ines French pronouns and prepositions systematically in a text and workbook for-
mat. It gives clear explanations and all the tools students will need to learn and
practice these two complex parts of speech. With clear and concise definitions
and a variety of exercises, the manual will not only help develop knowledge of
how and why pronouns and prepositions are used, but also and, more impor-




