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of the need to supplement the textbook with activities of their own, we believe
that ¿Qué tal? meets the needs of today’s FL classroom.

Alexandra Saum-Pascual and Jessica Abbruzzesse 
Graduate Students 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures (Spanish)
University of Delaware
Newark, DE

Publisher’s Response

McGraw-Hill Higher Education is pleased to respond to Ms. Saum-Pascual and
Ms. Abbruzzesse’s favorable review of the seventh edition of ¿Qué tal? An
Introductory Course, a comprehensive Introductory Spanish program that has
enjoyed a long tradition of excellence. As Ms. Saum-Pascual and Ms. Abbruzzesse
point out, the underlying philosophy of ¿Qué tal? is firmly rooted in communica-
tive language teaching methodology and fosters the development of skills that
support real-world communication.

As Ms. Saum-Pascual and Ms. Abbruzzesse mention, the ancillary materials that
accompany the seventh edition of ¿Qué tal? are a rich source of additional activ-
ities and input. The ¿Qué tal? program is designed to provide instructors and stu-
dents in a typical introductory Spanish sequence with the appropriate amount of
material for use in class, in the laboratory, and at home. The activities in each com-
ponent of the ¿Qué tal? program are carefully crafted to ensure that they are
appropriate for these respective settings and that they provide students with the
most effective activities possible to develop their language skills.

McGraw-Hill World Languages is committed to publishing high quality foreign
language textbooks and multi-media products, and we are proud to include ¿Qué
tal? and its rich package of ancillary materials among our many titles. We are
delighted that Ms. Saum-Pascual and Ms. Abbruzzesse have shared their review of
¿Qué tal? An Introductory Course, Seventh Edition, with the readership of The
NECTFL Review.

Christa Harris
Executive Editor, World Languages 
McGraw-Hill
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Eva Echenberg’s Útil:  Web-Based Writing Activities is an invaluable resource
for developing over 200 inspiring Spanish writing assignments using the
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Internet. Echenberg furnishes four levels for the bilingual Web-based assignments
for each unit: A = Beginner; B = Intermediate; C = Advanced; and In my
country/En mi país. As a result, the units can be easily adapted for instruction at
multiple levels and can be geared for individual, group, or project work.  Neisser
Echenberg describes the levels as follows:

“Beginner Level. Beginners list, chart, map and write short sentences.
The search is specifically directed. The tasks mirror the vocabulary and gram-
mar available to beginners. This is great practice in communication skills.
Beginners are very resourceful in getting a message across using their limited
language skills.

Intermediate Level. Intermediate students can stretch to learn new
vocabulary or they can work on writing at a level that is comfortable to both
increase fluency and integrate cultural information.

Advanced Level. Foster thinking skills. Advanced students write longer
texts about more complex ideas. Their research takes them to new, exciting
places. Advanced students can also make use of the tasks for the other levels to
create a rich and varied writing portfolio that seamlessly ties together language
and culture.

In my country. The fourth assignment relates the topic directly to the
student’s own reality. It provides an opportunity for additional practice, exten-
sion and language recycling following one of the other tasks, or a stand-alone
assignment” (Model Card).

The six overarching colored-coded themes, combined with the manual’s spiral-
bound format, make Útil incredibly easy to use. The six themes and their correspon-
ding colors are: Travel/Tourism (purple); Sports (orange); Arts (blue);
Science/Nature (green); Daily Life/Festivals (red); and History/Geography (brown).
In the index, teachers can choose from various topics for each theme. The thirteen
topics are: la identificación personal (personal identification); la casa y el hogar
(house and home); la familia (family life); la comunidad y el vecindario (commu-
nity/neighborhood); el medio ambiente (physical environment); las comidas y las
bebidas (food and drink); la salud y el bienestar (health and welfare); la edu-
cación (education); el trabajo (earning a living); el ocio (leisure); las compras
(shopping); el transporte (transportation); and temas de actualidad (current
events). Although every topic may not be applicable to each theme, potential
adopters will be happy to know that when a topic is covered in a unit, it is covered
at all four levels. They should visit www.miraflores.org to see sample unit pages in
glorious full color.  

Echenberg’s aim in producing Útil is not simply to provide Web links to infor-
mation on the Spanish-speaking world, since Web pages often become quickly
outdated or cease to exist. Rather, in a resource manual rich in highly attractive
cultural images, she provides key search words in both Spanish and English for
researching a particular topic using an Internet search engine of the student’s
choice. These key words direct students to fascinating facts and images related to
the Spanish-speaking world, thereby encouraging them to learn firsthand about
current Hispanic culture. Furthermore, at each level, Echenberg carefully helps
students learn what to look for and what to produce for the final version of the
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assignment at hand. For example, among the various units this reviewer explored
with her students, #45 was especially appealing: “¡Ayuden a esta escuela!/Please
help this school!” In the current era of service learning and with the National
Standards for Foreign Language Learning emphasizing use of a foreign language
in the community, this unit promotes realistic ideas of what students can do to
help those less fortunate. Two other examples of especially fun units are: #22:  “El
ladrón/Catch the thief” where students make a wanted poster after a theft from
one of the great museums; and #34: “¡Pruébalo! ¡Te va a gustar!/Try it! You’ll like
it!” where students create a children’s book about New World native foods,
thereby learning how the products the Europeans took home from the New
World changed European eating habits.  

While this reviewer personally prefers the immersion method so that all stu-
dent activities from the very beginning levels are in the target language, Útil, by
providing both Spanish and English key words, gives two search options to
instructors. Searching in Spanish fosters student acquisition of new vocabulary
and has students reading and scanning in Spanish, thus making them more active
participants in the target culture. Searching in English provides students with
more confidence and helps them increase their skill level until they are able to
search in Spanish. It is noteworthy that Sociedad General Española de Librería
(SGEL), one of Spain’s leading publishing houses, will be distributing Útil world-
wide. The SGEL version of Útil will be in Spanish only and will feature a different
cover. Since Spanish publishers do not often find books in North America that
they want to include in their catalogs, SGEL’s decision to include Útil speaks to
the wide appeal and quality of the book as well as to the manner in which it suc-
cessfully integrates technology.

In bringing the Spanish-speaking world to life for the student, the units mak-
ing up Útil promote authentic language experiences and authentic cultural input
while integrating technology. Indeed, the beauty of Útil lies in its flexibility of use
at multiple levels of instruction. Nevertheless, this flexibility must not over-
shadow the fact that in creating Útil, Echenberg has paid attention to current
trends in foreign language methodology as well as challenges facing educators
and students today.

Eileen M. Angelini, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair and Department Chair
Department of Modern Foreign Languages 
Canisius College
Buffalo, NY

Publisher’s Response

We thank Dr. Angelini for her generous review. When the reviewer says that
Útil is an “invaluable resource,” has “flexibility of use at multiple levels of instruc-
tion,” and “successfully integrates technology,” there is hardly anything left for us
to say.

Miraflores is very proud to be a leader in supplemental cultural materials
anchored on the National Standards for Foreign Language. Please visit our
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Website at www.miraflores.org for other outstanding cultural materials that can
be used in the FL classroom. 

Eva Neisser Echenberg
Miraflores

Keller, Andrew and Stephanie Russell. 
Learn to Read Latin.
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2004. Includes: textbook and
accompanying workbook. ISBN: 0-300-10215-1.

There is possibly no greater challenge to a Latin teacher than smoothing the
student’s transition from the study of Latin grammar and syntax to reading actual
Latin. Too often, students are intimidated and disheartened by their first encoun-
ters with “real” Latin texts. Therefore, the appearance of Learn to Read Latin,
whose express purpose is to get students reading and appreciating authentic
Latin texts as early in their studies as possible, should be a welcome improvement
on the fabricated “Latinese” of most standard textbooks. Regrettably, although this
series is a valuable addition to a Latin teacher’s resources, it is not overly user-
friendly, at least not for the secondary school student.

The level of detail and sophistication of the series suggests that its niche may
well be the college classroom. This niche has in the past been filled by other
texts, perhaps most successfully by Wheelock’s Latin. The virtues of Learn to
Read Latin would have to be considerable to persuade a college instructor to
exchange it for the handy, time-tested Wheelock. However, the series does not
provide a more effective, relevant, or accessible method for teaching the begin-
ning college Latin student than Wheelock or other standard college texts.

For the secondary teacher, the series’ deficits are more glaring. Its cumber-
some size is truly problematic for students already lugging Sisyphean backpacks.
It addresses only one of the components of the National Standards for Latin;
speaking, writing, learning about Roman culture, and making comparisons/con-
nections with the student’s own culture are largely neglected. Even in its area of
emphasis, its complexities of presentation would prove daunting to high school-
ers and impenetrable to middle schoolers.

Learn to Read Latin has two major components: a textbook and an accompa-
nying workbook. The textbook is divided into 15 dense chapters. Each chapter
begins with a vocabulary list and includes extensive notes (including examples)
on each vocabulary entry’s meanings, uses, derivation, declension, compounds,
etc., followed by sections on grammar and, finally, short, longer, and then contin-
uous readings from Latin authors to support the grammatical content. The impor-
tance of vocabulary is apparent in its placement at the outset of each chapter. Its
relevance to the grammar topics under consideration is commendable. As the
authors suggest, the notes on the vocabulary are best used in conjunction with the
grammar sections, because so much of it references issues of grammar that the stu-
dent is about to learn and is not yet familiar with. For example, in Chapter 9,




