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included are authentic songs by French musical artists. These listening activities
align well with the image-rich text, which contains photos of people and events
that a student would actually encounter in real life. Although this program was
adapted to a North American audience, a European teaching philosophy shines
through. The contemporary and real-life issues and photos in this text distinguish
this program from most of its American counterparts. The young and slightly edgy
perspective appeals to the younger world of students who will be able to con-
nect to the diverse multitude of role models in this text.

Rond-Point is a welcome new program because it addresses many of today’s
students’ needs. The title Rond-Point (“traffic circle”) is suitable, since it places
students right in the middle of the bustling Francophone world. The communica-
tive-based approach of the text implicitly teaches grammar and vocabulary, as if
the student were in an immersion setting. Rond-Point would be an excellent
resource for a classroom in which the teacher seeks to act as a facilitator of learn-
ing, since its engaging functional format and task-based activities encourage stu-
dents to explore the language on their own and with one another.

Hayden Budds, B.A.
Graduate Student
Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures
University of Delaware
Newark, DE

Mitschke, Cherie. Imaginez le monde sans 
frontières.
Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2008. ISBN: 1-60007-158-9. Pp. 501.
Includes: Student Activities Manual (SAM=Workbook/Lab Manual)
and Answer Key, Lab Audio Program MP3s, DVD (films),
Instructor’s Resource CD and DVD set, Testing Program, Test
Generator, Instructor’s Annotated Edition, Supersite
(imaginez.vhlcentral.com) powered by MAESTRO. 

The main objective of Imaginez le monde sans frontières is to “provide stu-
dents with an active and rewarding learning experience as they strengthen their
language skills and develop their cultural competency” (Preface). This new inter-
mediate program offers a smooth transition between first-year and second-year
French texts. It features a flexible lesson organization designed to meet the needs
of diverse teaching styles, institutions, and instructional goals. By presenting and
rehearsing situations similar to the ones encountered in real life, and by adopting
an interactive, communicative approach, it expands students’ reading, speaking,
listening and writing skills. The textbook is correlated with authentic, short-sub-
ject films used as a starting point for discussions and accompanied by a wide
range of pre- and post-viewing activities. 

Imaginez is composed of ten chapters divided into several sections: pour
commencer (presentation of new vocabulary in thematic lists), court métrage
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(video program and accompanying activities), imaginez (texts and interactive
activities related to Francophone countries), structure (grammar explanations
and exercises), culture (cultural readings followed by questions), and littérature
(authentic literary selections from Francophone authors). In order to emphasize
the idea that French is an international language capable of creating an interna-
tional linguistic community sans frontières, the author has introduced a wealth
of historical, cultural, and literary information about various Francophone coun-
tries and about the specificity of their cultures. Moreover, an excellent section,
titled A fond la sono and included in each chapter, introduces various musicians
and songs by them that are thematically related to the chapter’s vocabulary. Next
to familiar names like Céline Dion, students will also learn about less familiar
singers such as Natasha Atlas, Indochine, Paris Combo, or Les Nubians. Many addi-
tional resources and activities related to the musicians are available on the
Website. Another interesting aspect of this program is the inclusion of La galerie
de créateurs, which ties language learning to other disciplines and highlights
important cultural figures ranging from writers, fashion designers, and film direc-
tors to dancers and sculptors. Supplemental grammar explanations, Fiches de
grammaire, included at the end of the textbook, build on concepts introduced
in each lesson and provide additional concepts for review and enrichment. Each
chapter features authentic short films from a variety of Francophone countries
that relate to the chapter themes. The films provide a springboard for students to
learn more about the cultural themes and language presented in the chapter.

Imaginez comes with a wide range of ancillaries, such as the Instructor’s
Resource CD and DVD set, Student Activities Manual (SAM=Workbook/Lab
Manual) and Answer Key, Lab Audio Program MP3s, and film collection DVD.
Particularly innovative is the Supersite, a brand-new language learning system
specifically developed for this program and powered by the groundbreaking
MAESTRO engine. Totally interactive, with MP3 audio files and video files, it
allows students to access auto-graded activities and exercises with feedback for
practice. For instructors, the Website provides a useful course management sys-
tem that provides tracking, grading, and monitoring of student performance. The
Web Student Activities Manual contains the Workbook and the Lab Manual and is
also powered by the powerful MAESTRO engine.  

For the most part, I liked the selection of topics presented in Imaginez. Rather
than talk about the clothes, weather, and other typical subjects found in other
textbooks, the author chose to introduce various challenging aspects of everyday
life, great for discussions, conversations, or group work. Among the themes
selected are: la justice et la politique, le progrès et la recherche, and le travail
et les finances. Lists of vocabulary followed by synonyms and other interesting
lexical notes introduce each theme. Occasionally, I found that the vocabulary was
not entirely up-to-date. For example, in the chapter devoted to personal relations
and civil status, the list of new words and expressions includes le mariage, l’u-
nion libre, and le divorce, but there is no mention whatsoever of PACS or the cor-
responding verb se pacser. Given that PACS has become such an integral part of
French culture since 2001, this omission is rather surprising, especially for a book
published in 2008. In other chapters, however, the vocabulary is current, compre-
hensive, and well chosen for the intermediate level.
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The author’s goal was to create a user-friendly learning environment.
Consequently, the textbook has a fresh, magazine-like design. It incorporates
excellent page layout and use of colors, typefaces, and other graphic elements as
an integral part of the learning process. Lesson sections are color-coded, and the
textbook pages are visually dramatic, featuring pictures, drawings, realia, charts,
word lists, and maps of the French-speaking world, all designed for both instruc-
tional impact and visual appeal.

Imaginez will no doubt motivate and inspire intermediate French students.
Because of the program’s innovative nature and flexibility, it will provide a
unique and compelling learning experience. The user-friendly and video-inte-
grated approach, the presentation of the language embedded in a Francophone
cultural context, and the treatment of vocabulary and grammar as tools for effec-
tive and successful communication will prepare students to interact and commu-
nicate in French in real-life contexts.

Andrzej Dziedzic
Professor of French
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh
Oshkosh, WI

Publisher’s Response

Vista Higher Learning thanks Professor Andrzej Dziedzic for his generous
review of Imaginez: le français sans frontières, a program that demonstrates our
commitment to modern language education. We believe that the purpose of lan-
guage learning is more than an academic exercise; one learns a language in order
to effectively communicate and participate in the modern world. By creating a
connection not only to the language but also to the authentic cultures of the lan-
guage, we create an opportunity for relevant language use.

Vista Higher Learning’s main objective has always been to build both passion
and practicality into the process of learning a language. By embracing authentic
Francophone culture — both historical and modern — students feel a strong
connection to the French language, helping them develop a sense of the lan-
guage’s value. Professor Dziedzic recognizes this when he points to the text’s
“wealth of historical, cultural, and literary information about various
Francophone countries and the specificity of their cultures.” 

The text, combined with innovative online teaching and learning tools, makes
Imaginez a clear alternative to traditional language learning programs. It is
designed to engage students as they build their language skills and broaden their
understanding of the diverse cultures of the Francophone world. Through the inte-
gration of authentic short films that tie together culture, literature, and language,
students using Imaginez embark on a unique and rewarding learning experience
that prepares them to interact and communicate in French in real-life contexts.

Because Vista Higher Learning exclusively publishes language programs, our
focus is sharply directed. This specialized approach is appreciated by instructors
and students alike: since its introduction last year, Imaginez has become the most
successful intermediate French textbook published in more than a decade. 
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Ross, Claudia and Jing-heng Sheng Ma. 
Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar: 
A Practical Guide.
London and New York: Routledge, 2006. ISBN: 0-415-70010.

Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar: A Practical Guide is a Chinese gram-
mar book that lives up to its title, being both modern and practical. It consists of
two parts. Part A, titled “Structures,” describes the major features of Mandarin gram-
mar and covers the traditional grammatical categories, such as phrase order,
nouns, verbs, and specifications. Part B — “Situations and Functions” — empha-
sizes the appropriate usage of the Chinese language in different situations, such as
how to make introductions, how to apologize, and even how to conduct modern-
day telecommunications. These two parts are not totally unrelated; in fact, all sec-
tions are cross-referenced throughout the book. This book is intended as a
reference for Mandarin Chinese learners of all levels from elementary to advanced
and is complemented by the Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar Workbook,
which, unfortunately, I did not have access to and therefore cannot cover in this
review.

Modern Mandarin Chinese Grammar: A Practical Guide is quite compre-
hensive and definitely very handy. The author claims that no prior knowledge of
grammatical terminology is necessary and provides a complete glossary of gram-
matical terms for easy reference. In addition to the structures, both Chinese pro-
nunciation and the Chinese writing system are included in Part A. This inclusion
makes it easy for beginners to gain an overview of Chinese language as a whole.
Most of the grammar points in Mandarin textbooks are presented at random,
according to the lesson content, and usually are limited to a specific topic; Part A
thus serves as a good source for supplementary information. Part B illustrates var-
ious situations, such as how to write addresses on envelopes correctly, how to
prepare a name card, how to ask for assistance, how to express needs, worries,
opinions, gratitude, good wishes — almost every situation is covered. For users
who merely want to find out what to do or say in real-life situations (at different
levels of formality), Part B is definitely a sensible guide. Readers can always follow
the cross-references to explore more regarding a topic of interest.

Anybody who has had the experience of struggling to read and understand a
grammar book will find this one very readable and easy to understand. The expla-
nations are clear and straightforward.  Moreover, the abundance of examples
enhances understanding.  Besides Hanyu Pinyin, the examples are also given in
both simplified and traditional characters. This arrangement makes this book suit-
able for Mandarin learners everywhere in the English-speaking world, no matter




